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« Think thou already hear ſt the ting Screams © 
* _ Ofharmleſs Infants: AY 
Think that thou ſeeſt their ſad. diſtrated Mothere 
Eneeling before thy Feet, and begging Pity. 

Behold the furious and enpltying Soldier 
Pulling his reeking Dagger from the Boſoms 


Of gaſping Wretches. Death in every Quarter, 
With all that fad Diſorder can produce, 


To make a Spectacle of Horror,” - 
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Horror and doubt diſtrac 
His l thoughts | * 
Now conſcience wakes deſpair | 
That flumber'd z wakes the bitter memory xx 
Of what he was, what is, and what muſt be 
Worſe; of 3 worſe ſuff en muſt enſue, - 
MI ron. 


IN an 3 lich fol- 


lowed that long ſucceſſion of g. 
lamities induced by Daniſh ambition 35 


and Engliſh treachery and timidky, one 
of thoſe unfortunate ſufferers, whoſe 
family had nearly 9 
rage of thoſe barbarous times, and 
whoſe attachment to his country could . 
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3 INTRODUCT[ON. 


| not-ſecure: from the heavieſt afflitions, 
; retired to the foot of Snowdon, a 


mountain in the northern part of - 


Wales, where, with the only child of 
FR. his flaughtered»ſon, he endeavoured 
| 1 to meliorate. the quick and pungent 
ſenſe of Ha ſorrows, by fortifying and 
improving the mind of young Lewis, 
. i N and beguiled many tedious - morgents 
ö ; . in an employment ſuited to the gar- 
1 2 »rulity of age that of indulging him- 
3 ſelf in tedious deſcriptions and melan- 
[ cCholy remarks upon the misfortunes 
= . ol his friends and relatives, gratifying * 
w at the ſame time the little boy's cu- 

 riolity in patheric repreſentations of 
Ts - «thoſe batiles in which he had humbled | 
1 5 the favage Dane, or reſcued the hardy 

g Rp „(for all were not like 
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INTRODUCTION 4 
Sometimes a tear would ſteal _ 
His. venerable cheeks, when ſpeaking | 
| of 4 villainous tranſaQtion, which, 
through the vile influence of Britain's 
moſt dangerous enemy, the duke of 
Mercia, had driven him to ſeek à re- 
ſuge among the ſimple Cambrians, Y 
and often a deep and heavy ſigh would 
agirate his ancient frame, while rela- 
ting the extinction of his brave but 
unſucceſsful offspring. The tuined 
fortreſs that once had ſtood undemo- 
liſhed amidſt the various ſhocks of 
_ ſavage engines, now afforded but A 


miſerable aſylum for its lawful owner, 
and Llewellyn ſlept among thoſe ani- 
mals who love the deſolated tower 
and roofleſs habitation. The melans | 
choly owl avoided not his 3 
but, ſeated above his head, would 
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boot in concert with more of her ſpe- 

| ' cies. through. the dark and ſolitary 
night, nor filenced by her monotonous 

* complaining the fad ſtory of Llewel · 
Iyn's miſery ; for Llewellyn was par- 
 tieularly affected with reciting thE fi- 
. Jil piety of Lewis's father, who, in 
defending an honoured parent from 
the uplifted. battle-axe, which his ſa- 
vage general aimed at his head for ſome | 

* trifling oppoſition to his 8 
will, received a deciſive ſtroke. — 

"Hh Alas, my ſon,” would the ſage ex- 
Claim, Fa verd. wo 
45 bendelt the helpleſs root, 'while the 

a Vigorous branch is  loppedfrom'the 
**. ancientſtem.” In choſe horrible days 
ol England's s mourning, a gen-, 
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12 INTRODUCTION. * 
the land. To conquer or die was the 
warrior's boaſt neither infantine ten- 


derneſs, feminine delicacy, feeble age, 


or fteady integrity, were exempted 
from the execrable lot. All by turns 
became the victor or the vanquiſhed, | 
and he who to-day, proudly erected a 
haughty creſt, to-morrow trailed: his 
raven locks in duſt, or dragged, per- 
haps, at the chariot-wheels of more 


ſucceſsful ambition, read a forcible, but 


guinary cruelty, feared not a fate whith 


a very few hours might precipitate... 
« Now,” and he would figh,#\now, in- 
deed, the dagger no longer becomes an * 
object of terror to the hapleſs cormgeror 
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= INTRODUCTION. TELE 
wh . nor are our plains de- 


filed with human gore, Safely may 


we roam from the riſing to the ſetting 


fun, nor fear a foe lurking in ambuſh, 
or ready to pierce the throbbing breaſt 


with an arrow aimed with fatal ex- 


actneſs. Evening now paſſes fad and 
ſolitary, nor brings with it a train of 
gueſts, who formerly uſed to make 


* this ruined fabric reſound with ſhouts 


of victory or exclamations of bitter 
_ diſappointment, Methinks I trace 
the footſteps of thy glorious father. 
Fancy brings on the wings of the 
weſtern breeze the ſound of a voice 
once ſo dear, —and now I fee him en- 
ter with the ſpoils of his enemy, which 


| he proudly ranges along the wall, or 
hangs them up for ſcenes of future 


n. Oh! how his fierce - 
a 2, reſentful 


INTRODUCTION:, 


reſentful bye would ſparkle when re- 
peating the indignant | treatment of 


thoſe too far above him for his juſtly . 
excited reſentment to reach. But 


that eye ſparkles no longer: 1 ſaw 


him when the cruel tyrant ſtruck him 


to the ground: —I ſa him bite the 


duſt, ſtruggle, and vainly attempt to 


| by 
* 
a = 
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graſp the weapon which fell from his 
relaxed gripe. But come, my chnd, | 


let us walk; the ſun is now in his me- 
ridian, and promiſes an hour's cheer- 


ing warmth, ſo 33 to theſe en- 


„ he aeg 
Caen. 


feebled limbs. 
from the entrance = his 
liſhed caſtle, and leaning on his grand- 


ſon, went forth to enjoy the WH 
able ray. 
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1 by the brightneſs of the day, 


8 0 inſenſibly beyond 
his uſual limits. Night approached, 
and brought with it a cold fog. The 
woody incloſures at the bottom of he 
mountain prevented their returning by 
a ſtrait path. The moon aroſe, but 


afforded little aſſiſtance: a drizzling 
rain rendered their walk dreary and 
unpleaſam. The clouds were thin, 


but had. enveloped the peak entirely 


from the view of our perplexed tra- 


vellers. E they ſought for their 
rude dwelling. The clouds increaſed 
aul almoſt hid the moon, only -per- * 


| mitting a tranſient view of its beams, 
too weak to illumine the mountain, 


which yet remained inviſible to the 
lucklefs gazers, who ſought it with 

eager eyes. 2 
Ws. With 


of the path, and fearſul of the event, 
the buſhes and roots of trees which 
intercepted them, — when a deep and 
awful groan, wafted by the wind, broke 
upon the aſtoniſhed pair. They ſtop- | 
ped;—all was ftill. They paſſed on 

without daring to give language to 
their labouring thoughts. It was re- 
peated, and ſeemed to ariſe from a 
thicket at the foot of a rock from 
which they had juſt deſcended. My 
father,” faid Lewis, © what is that? 
Fer not, n He was 
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10 INTRODUCTION 
. Interrupted by ſeveral heavy ſighs, 
burſting as it were from a heart con- 
_ pulſed with mortal agonies. The 
good old man liſtened ; and, though 
eagerly intreated by his companion to 
leave the place, could not overcome 
- that ſtrong deſire he felt to lend the 
aſſiſtance humanity urged. He en- 
tered the thicket. The child almoſt 
frantic with fear, conjured him not to 


venture among the buſhes. Llewelyn 


was not to be diſſuaded. He advan- 
| ced :—a feeble light glimmered before 

him. (It might be a vapour of the 
earth, — the place might be the, reſort 


of evil ſpirits, but he had injured no 
one, why then fear,” — Several reaſons 
for the ſtrange phenomenon. ruſhed. 
upon his mind, and the heart, which 
could be unappalled in the very heat 

en 8 


1 rNobve bien 5 
of battle, recoiled at the e 
encountering a danger which n 
reſolved not to ſhun, and which a ſen- 
fation more exalted than nn 
n 41% 00914 
: The as was difficult, - the thorns - 3 
light became more conſpicuous as the 
leſs through the intervention of be 
trees that overhung the leafleſs under- 
wood. Another grown hook his fue, 0 
though it could nor defray "is at. | bk I 
lution. It proceeded from A cave, | 
which he now diſcovered by. the help 
of a dim lamp that Was - burning 
within it, Come on, my child. 
he ſoftly articulated, e this i, if 
I gueks aright, the /refidenoeonly - 
of lonely miſery.” They entered | 
"$$: 3 
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| Hpan/their'hands-ind knees, Iv ap- 
" peared to be a chaſmm in the rock 
Ihich.cloked above them, forming a 
 mwgged:cieling, which, as they advan- 
ced, roſe to a. conſiderable . height; 
the aperture ſeemed to run a vaſt way 
into its flinty boſom. From a ſtream 
| which run along the floor proceeded 
* chilling damp. The fides and-roof 
| Sexe; crnamented michvatious petre- 
_ Faftions, und the water that ſtole. in 

he drops along them, adheringto 
. the glittering ſpars, increaſed their fize - 
Tally At the further part of 


© the cave, in a hollow; formed by na- 


mne, and niiſed above the ground, up- 
dna bed of goats ſkins, was extended 
. "the emaciated” figure of a man appa- 
deu lifeleſs. DP Ser gags 
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the inan, (t uo, «= there is 0 
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CO 


to a ſenſe of his condition, toi 


his ſins, and truſt to Heaven for abs - 
ſolution before his diſſolution took | 
Place. The almoſt exhauſted -wrecch, 


INTRODUCTION - a . 


bor me. '— < Thou art too daring, to 
circumſcribe the power of Omnipo- 


tene Is there a crime, however 


dreadful in its conſequences, —is there 


a hope, however weakly founded in 


human eſtimation, that Heaven can- 
not ſtrengthen, — that Heaven cannot 
forgive ?”—< Alas, my fins have ex- 
+ tinguiſhed hope my crimes are ſuch 


2s would contaminate the purity of in- 


'- nocence to liſten to Thou 
knoweſt not what thou ſayeſt, pre- 
ſumptuous man. I am ſhocked at he 
conſequences of thy deſpair. Thou 


haſt: doubtleſs been engaged in ſcenes - 
of rapine and murder: thou, perhaps, 


55 „erh inf, an brandiſhed de 
| upon dy Soary eee eee 
neee yet, ſuck 
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6 INDRODVETTION, | _ 
* he religion of our iNand; 2 
— 
have eg and sven reyenge 
thive "pil "habe? e to be- 
ea done all this.” — He was | *Y 
lem the We 1 
that OI Iam 
ae = WO Noe: John 4 1 
hand: he dropped ben Ie. 
turned from the monſter wo 
had made him almoſt childleſs. — 
«. Edne Streou-! Ah, who but Rae 
Stregu had ſlain Llevehymes eldeſt . 
baren. who but he had deſtroyed. de 
4 he not for — os 
. dern exccrated as 2 pony 
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„ | INTRODUCTION. 

wmungderer even by the Dares, whoſe 
mutet he had faldly eſpouſed to faci- 
blue his diabolical — The 


5 | ſi orci comic over 
who had forced. the figh of anguith 
from the breaſt of a parent, and ſtcep- 


What 4 trial for patience to. endure 1-— 
How blighting to the Chriſtian hope of 


 finoothing the finner's path to eternity! 


n th" 


' tures that ſhook the duke of Mercia's 

| frame, and left no ſenſation in Llewel- 
tyn's bofond ſtronger or more prevail- | 
dae de Chriſtian; OS. 
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fious Maſter, thoſe lovely virtues | 


18 ; 1 epve rien, 


not to explain. At laſt, pointing to a 
large ſtone, which probably had ſerved 


| 0 Mk fora table, Llewellyn perceived a bun- 


dle of papers; and, upon his reaching 


cout his hand to take them, a faint = 


gleam of ſatisfaction beamed over the | 
oF departing creature's countenance, who, | 
making a violent effort to be under- 
ſtood, obtained with ſome difficulty 

| the power of articulation,” Take, 
he ſaid, the dreadful memdrial of 
Streou's crimes, Driven from ſociety, 
hunted from mankind, as a monſter of 
inhumanity, I have for ſix long months 
lingered in this horrid abode, which 
che glowing heats of ſummer could 

' ſcarcely make habitable. - No wonder 
' that the dreary winter's cold ſhould 
have proved fatal to a conſtitution ſo 
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| 1nTRODueTION 19 
reſt of the wild produce'of the earth} 
 vith a ſcanty portion of bread; proeu- 

reed at the hazard of a life proſcribed, _ 

murderer of kings. He ſtopped: , 

The' emotions of a palpitating heart, 
the ſtruggles of a diſſolving body, and 
the tortures of an awakened conſcience; 
trembling devotion, and he attended 

in ſilence an event ſo terrible. A mo- 
permitted Edrie to renew the confeſs = 
ſion of ſelf· oonviction. Here, he 
cried, „ in the gioom of ſolitude, 
made yet more ſhocking by the awful 
retroſpektion of a long life paſſed in 
che practice of diabolical impiety, and 


20 INTRODUCTION. = 
fleeting forms of . have mor- 


dered; and which are for ever preſent 8 


to my affrighted imagination, I have 
endeavoured to pen down ſcenes that 
contin t ally preclude the appre bs: of 
peace or fleep;—as the only atone- 
ment I can make to future generations 
forth a picture which no hand but my 

; own could truly delineate ga picture, 
compoſed of the darkeſt and moſt ma- 
lignant ſhades, without one ray of 


| light to ſoften. the horrid portrait, or 


gild the black maſs of ſucceſsful vice. 


rials as I could venture to procure, 
recorded tranſaQtions that muſt perpe- 
tuate my name to.cndleks infamy. 1s 


there an Engliſnman whoſe ſafety 1 
. g have 


Here, then, have 1, wich ſuch mate- 


420 


| e EEtr ON, 21 
I have not endangered? is there a fami- 


ly whoſe remaining offspring are not 
bound to curſe the deſtroyer of theft 
fortunes ?—=—butit is over. —O death, 
thine is the triumph, thou art the con- 
queror of Edrie Streou ! Death ap- 
proaches, judgment enſues, — con- 

demnation begun in this palpitating bo- 
ſom, — receives, decided certainty in 
the fiat of a Vengeful Death, 
long dreaded by the terrified victim, 
ſeized the unfiniſhed ſentence. It fal- 
tered upon his 5 50 it 1 | 
for ever the power of aſe wrong, | 


or of repentance, for ans gn 9 00l 
of his n 2 2 040 Wes: "F 


Llewellyn gazed in ſolemn fllthek, 
ou * 3 of a life fo hare, 
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22 1NTRODUOTION: 
His innocent attendant, wept. bitterly 
at a ſcene to him ſo new. The hor- 
rors of death, which had viſited his 
tender relatives, were dreadful from 
the manner of their viſitation ; but 
their pangs were momentary and bo- 
dily, — theſe were of the faul. The 
contraction of his pallid countenance; 
overgrown with a neglected beard; 
upon which his crimes had ſtamped 
diſhonour, was to an infantine imagj- 
nation an object of terror. "ug 

| Recovering from deep intenſe me- 
 ditation, occaſioned by the finiſh of a 
career ſo fatal, Llewellyn (after offer- 
ing up a devout prayer for the exten- 
ſion of mercy to him who had denied 
it to every unfortunate creature, from 
| Whoſe fall he had poſed to profit) 
eee | 


25 


INT RBQUGTION- — 98 
determined upon the vnſuing evening 
to call together the few peaſants whoſe 
huts lay ſcattered. wide, of his lonely 
dwelling, and endeavour, with a de- 
gree of decency, to inter the awful re- 


His journey homewards was per- | 
formed with little difficulty, as the ri- 
ſing ſun. diffuſed a clear light over 
Snowdon's lofty peak, which ,made 
that promontory ſtill more conſpicuous, 
being viewed through a froſty atmoſ- | 
phere, and was now no longer enve- | 
 loped inmiſty darknefs. - \_ 
The occurrences of the preceding 
night, while they threw a ſacred gloom 
over his mind, induced a deep reve- 
rence * the omniſcient operation of 
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that Deity which had permitted the 
He of a creature, once ſo tremen- 
| Gouſly conſpicuous, to terminate in a 
fad obſcurity ; nor were his medita- 
tions interrupted by aught but the ea- 
ger deſire he felt to peruſe the manu- 
ſcripts ſo wonderfully obtained, and a 
wiſh to render the rite of burial to the 
wretched duke. This laſt charitable 
buſineſs performed, he read withwon- 
der and indignant reflexion a recital: of 
| - events brought about by barbarous. . 
* 5 Kuelty, unchecked by royal power, 
- which in thoſe days could” meanly 
an 40 


M : Aſter ſeveral years paſſed in the 
practice of every moral and Chriſtian 
virtue of which his private ſituation 

afforded any Oe and. finding his 

, 8 een 
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: winks S | 


ſon, with the. ſtricteſt injunctions to 
preſerve them. Lewes religiouſly at- 


many ſucceding generations it was kept 

in his family, with that veneration ſo 
commonly paid in ancient times to the 
; Norman tongues produced a language 
into which it was carefully tranſlated ; 
and, as the I 
improving in elegance and purity, the 


tended to thoſe irjur&tions, and for 


poſſeſſors of this memorial from time 


to time moderniſed the ſtile ; but, as 


che laſt tranſlator found it extremely 


__ difficult to keep exaRtly within che 


pounds of probability, in 2 hitory 
W a umvoidabiy undergone = 


and terror, rendered the unhappy 
| Streov's narrative leſs) clear than a 
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aids: ee, . n the various 
as the nnd 0 Sul | ae p 


modern reader might approve, written, 
as it were under the agonizing im- 


preſſions of ineffectual repentance. =, 


he has taken che liberty of filling up 
thoſe chaſms his predeceſſors had. left 
open, and of altering the general face 
of che ſtory; to do which, he has 
ſearched ſuch records as would enable 


8 him to recount ſeveral particulars re- 


Jative to thoſe he had fo cruelly perſe-; 
cuted, which the duke could-not-poſ-- | 


* 


ſibly know,—not, giving it as a tale 5 
told by himſelf, and delineating ſome, 


A characterꝭ ſpoken of in ancient hiſtory 


which, from a ſuppoſed, —_— 
vie: — ob 410% 


nd 2 


INTRODUCTION. 27 
his own vileneſs, he had omitted fully . 
to exemplify ; giving likewiſe that 
wretched man's deſcription in a ſtile - 
more conſonant to the underſtanding 
than the nature of his own ſelf reproach- 
es would admit. 225 
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N a century diſtinguiſhed br almoſt = . | 
J every calamity that could render 4 
England a ſcene of war and defolation, 
Ethelred, a Britiſh prince, contribu- 


ted by his puſillanimity to the woes 
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his kingdom endured from che rere. 
dal inroads of the piratical 

who, ſtimulated by has mani 1 

weakneſs, took every occaſion to diſ- 

treſs his ſubjects, ſeize their property, 
enſlave their perſons, and cruſh their 
free-born fouls by an exertion of the 
moſt deſpotic tyranny; but, though 

Ethelred ſuffered this barbarous i inno- 

vation upon the rights and privileges 

of the hapleſs Britons; though he ſub- 

mitted to foreign inſults and the will of 

an arbitrary miniſter; though he had, 
for motives of umjuſtifiable policy, 

3 treacherouſly deceived the mother of _ 
. his offspring, yet he could not help 
feeling a parental pang for the fate of 
a lovely daughter, with whoſe. delica- 
F N y. ſex, and e the roughneſs 
5 of the ſavage Danes, [the we 
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War, and miſeiles' of her countrymen 
7 Ws means accorded. T. o a diſpoſi- 
mild, open, and engaging, ſhe 
united the ſoft and elegant graces of 
poliſhed manners, the more extraor- 
dinary for flouriſhing in a time when 
national calamities permitted not the 
cultivation of ſuch pleaſing qualities. 
Her form was agreeable, rather femi- 
nine than majeſtic. Her countenance 
expreſſed that modeſt retiredneſs ſo ge- 
nerally according with a mind equally 
9 humble. It was true, the clear light 
of Chriſtianity had for ſeveral centu- 
ries illumined this iſle, yet was it ful- 
lied by the dark ſhades of bremen 
heatheniſm ; and, as. one extreme is 8 31 
commonly diſplaced by its opal; By © 
ſhe praftiſed the moſt enthuſiaſtic a- 
tachment to a religion too much ob⸗ 
| C4 ſcured 


—— 
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ſeured by the claringynfidelity of the 


times ; and, with the carneſtneſs of a 
ſoul ardent to take the veil, entregted 
her father to ſend her to a monaſtery _ 
lately founded near that part of | Mercia 


which we now eee the Peak of 
Der by. 


— 


It had, in 1_the ruder epoch of: Bri- 


tain' s reign, been a Druid's temple, 


and was placed upon the edge of an 
extenſive plain, formed in a Gimple | 
ſtile, though ſeveral additions had been 


made to give it a decent appearance, 


and render its interior apartments uſe- 
f ful. But, if the front of this venera- 


ble fabric offered nothing a attracting to 
thoſe natufal philoſophers who admire 


only the grand and romantic, che back 


part of this building looked upon a 
ſpot amply calculated to call forth the 
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cribille of pills Sem al we had a 
taſte for ſuch heauties. The declivity 
cloathed to the bottom of the emi- 
nence with oaks of the moſt magni- 
ficent growth, among which winded a 
narrow excentric path that led to the 
fide of a ſtream riſing from a vaſt pro- 
jecting hill, that ſeemed ſplit as it were 
rom one on the oppoſite ſide of the 
valley, formed by theſe promontories, 
and taking the appearance of thoſe gul⸗ 
lies made by the foaming cataracts 0c- 
n on the meking e hog 


+ plied ied by 2 trickling fiream above- FE I 


mentioned, received ſeveral other little 
rivulets, and reflected with great ad- 
vantage the furrounding woods, rocky Bo 
bene, and uch one that ſeem} 8 
4 | #© 5 


> ——_— 
+ 
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8 powerfully attrated, the 
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the deſtructive deluge; , puzzling thoſe 
whoſe curioſity had formerly led them 
idical / ſuperſtition. - Often had they 


been a theme for admiration and unſa- 


tisfied enquiry. No ſophiſtry, no in- 
vention, was ſufficient to prove or ex 


| plain how they could otherwiſe be p. 


duced, as human ſtrength was to 


incompetent to the placing ſuch huge | 


maſſes in ſuch a ſituation. grit tat 


= 1 
2 2 0 
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"Af * e wil, fo aclolely TO 
gentle 


Elfrida, and ſhe gratefully | * 


ly accorded toher wiſhes to reſide at St, 
Frideſwald; nor did the reception. ſhe 
met with from the abbels and her nuns 
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15 ed her 
father for the permiſſion he fo willing 
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at all contribute to the regret which a 
ſeparation from a parent ſo indulgent. 


— grinderntls af thi! ab- 
beſs Algitha, ſne found the abſerice of 
her noble mother ſupplied, who, about 
twelvemonths before this period, was 
reported to be caſt away in a voyage 
ſhe was making to Ireland, her native | 
country; and whoſe lamented loſs ad- 
* og ook W a »--%d 3 
the mortification to ſee chat dear pa- 
rent ſoon forgotten by the king who 
had already taken another conſort, 
young, haughty,” and che very oppoſite 
wn OT" IGG + Th 
- 7 bt & com heart 

« Bury if Elfida caſted in this 1 
retirement the charms of peace and 
015 C6 - virtuous 
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virtuous enjoyment, the king, who in 


| lofing her ſociety felt a vacuum in his 
heart, which nothing lefs than his 

.. youthful queen's company could fill, 
experienced the additional .vexation of 


an unintermitting contention with his 
courtiers, and the daily fear of ſeeing 


the throne of his anceſtors overturned 
by the Danes, nne ae 


preſſion of his diſtant ſubjects, he con- 


tinually received the moſt alarming ac- 
counts. But Ethelred, daſtardly, ti- 
mid, and irreſolute ; too indolent ta 
oppoſe his tumultuous miniſters, and 


too-corandly to face his foreign ene- 


mies, permitted. thoſe evils to gather 
head which a timely and vigorous ex- 


ertion might have diſperſed in their 


infancy. The contemplation of E- 


thelred 


— 
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nacy, (a propenſity, which, however 

imputation of the above follies, in this 
inſtance was a ſtriking trait in the mo⸗ 
narch's diſpoſition, while they excited 
che indignation of the free-born Briton;) 
furniſhed the duke of Mercia, his chief 
favourite, with the means of gratifying 
his on ambition, cruelty, and love of 
lawleſs power; — who, diſguiſing the 
deep plots of a wary ſtateſman under a 
pretended zeal for the happineſs ol his 
countrymen, and poſſeſſed of every 
art neceſſary to impoſe upon a prince 
of the above deſcription, contrived at 
once to ſatisfy his unbounded expeRa- 

tions of univerſal and-deſpotic govern- 


ment, and an (inhuman thirſt” of re- 


Venge in. the gotal-extirpation' of the 
EDOIOTS _ : Danes, 


* 
"- 


1 


| e eee with it (if: the duke ſuc- 
ceeded) his full conſent to marry the 
Pious Elfrida, as the reward of his fer- 
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Danes. The ſchemes he had laid for 


effeting the diabolical purpoſe Was in 


conjunction with Huna, general of the 
Britiſn army, while his repreſentation 
of the-Danih-ravages ton Si 


vices. 1 21> gobium: Ry Tut 


1 2 ot * * 
; [4 7 — N 8 £3, Ty 


$13; OTE om; T5700 og. 
1 While the dreadful plan was nego- | 
ciating, a circumſtance occurred at 
St. Erideſwald to increaſe, that gentle 
n attachment to a monaſtic life. 
It was: her ak cuſtom, when the e; 
gere | mae, nage A 


Ft Soles eee 
a neceſſity of encloſing the romantic 
i 5 : grounds 
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more particularly as the enormous pre- 


cipices formed a natural and impregna- 


ble barrier, as was at firſt ſuppoſeſl, to 
the place. The ſolemn filence that 
generally prevailed in that ſequeligred 


eee — over 


hardly afforded a 8 wide * 


to accommodate the muſing wanderer, 
mind detached from worldly glare and 
grandeur. By the fide of the baſon 


that received the. deſcending fireants | 


Were ſeveral ſeats compoſed of nothing 


more elegant than ſhapeleſs ſtones, Co- _ | 


vered with moſs, the growth of ages, 
and ſheltered by a break in the rock, 
though not large enough to be termed a 


cavern, yet ſufficiently ſo as: to admit 


wt 
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ſeveral of the ſiſterhood, whoſe medi- 
tations were. aſſiſted by a croſs and 
ſkull, rudely ſculptured upon one of 
the ſtones. 35 e 38 one e 


This ſolitude ſuffered no other in- 
terruption than what the aerial ſongſters 
occaſionally afforded, and which by no 
means leſſened the charms of St. Fri- 
deſwald. Often had the princeſs, in 
herevening's excurſion, been tempted 
to explore a path, which, winding 
round the oppoſite hill, ſeemed to lead 
tb the brow of that eminence, and & 
oſten had been withheld, from a deli- 

. - cate fear of being obſerved; but, by 
a a frequent contemplation of an object 

uimportant in itſelf, ſhe ene | 
increaſe, while a ſenſe of danger ſeemed 

loſt by an inward perſuaſion that her 
LETS | ſafety 
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ſaſety was ſecured:in her proximity to 


the manaſtery. - Eager then to find a 


fo much admired, and having an hour a 


the took advantage of a beautiful even- 


ing, and began her peregrination, 
hind at the iuy- covered caſements of 
her rude habitation. She proceeded; 
but ſoon became fo much entangled in 
her progreſs as to think of returning; 
particularly as upon turning her head 
due could no longer perceive the gra- 
ted windows. Stopping for a inoment , 


— ſhe began to con: 


fider (and repent of) the 
which had probably led hes 4 


ger e but her ſetf-accuſations/ . 


eum harp, which 


ſeemed 


3 1 
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* 1 .. * 
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ſeemed to iſſue from the right wt; her 


ſituation. © Though a zealous Chris- 


tian, Elfrida could not wholly conquer 
8 eee of her early youth, and 
<diately appropriated the melody 


ſhe heard to the benevolence of ſome 


aerial ſpirit, who, in compaſſion to her 
perplexity, had taken that method to 
calm her mind, for Elfrida was too 
good and too innocent to place it to 
any being leſs pure. She liſtened, 
therefore, with an attention little ſhort 
n < on} ſhe ne 


harmoniſt, to ſooth a mind devoted to 
heaven and heavenly exerciſes.” She 
now gently advanced, when the muſic 
e into ſtrains louder and more 

1. ſolemn 
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ſolemn than before, accompanied by a 
ſweet plaintive voice, and interrupted = 

by ſoft and mournful fighs. —— Sighs | 
from a celeſtial being! Elfrida be- 
gan to think herfelf miſtaken ; but 
what mortal could inhabit a place ſo 
lonely ? “She would retire — it ar- 
ther alone, and unprotected as ſhe was; 
beſides, the fun was ſetting, - veſpers 
would be over. She would retire.” 
With ſome ſlight trepidation ſne began 
to deſcend the hill, but ſhe loſt the 
path by which ſhe had aſcended. Se- 
veral preſented themſelves, but all were 

encumbered with thorny. underwood, 
which caught her robe, and impeded 
her footſteps. She was terrified. The 


bell for prayers inſpired her with cou 5 


0 
| her, 
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her A kuſtling among the buſhes 


Mask her very foul. She told her 
"beads, pronounced her pater-noſters 
repeated ſeveral ave-marias, and de- 
voutly recommended herſelf to the 
Bae nen The ruſtling 
his wik fo when an eegur ma: 


her heart in thankful gratitude. There 


She would apply to her for informa 


The lady approached, followed by 
two beautiful children, and, with a 
voice and manner that almoſt inſpired 
veneration, delighted Elfrida with the 
WO and beauty of her expreſſions, 
though 


4 


- 
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though ſhe was concerned ta find the „ 
noble ſtranger as deficient-in her knows. 
ledge of the place as herſelf. The 
melancholy, which ſeemed to have ta- 
ken the full poſſeſſion of her features, 
appeared to originate in her heart, and 
the ſweetneſs with which 'ſhe intreated 
the princeſs not to venture alone be- 
ſpoke that heart replete wich erquiſite 
ſenſibility. While in a foreign lan- 
guage ſhe ſaid ſomething to one of the 
who, after receiving a particular charge 
from the lady, conducted /Elfrida to 
the path ſhe quitted ; when, with many 
thanks, the [diſmiſſed them, not choo- 
ſing to take them 'within "ſight of a 
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lunabitation whoſe appearance might cor- 
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be che/reſore 2 ebe women. 
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itt 5 
Wich a mind wholly occupied ruth 
this little adventure, Elfrida entered 
naſtery, nor could compoſe her ima- | 
gination with: thoſe pure and undiſturb- | 
ed refleCtions--that generally ſucceeded. 


the pious duties of the monaſtery, 


The ſecret, / which when diſcloſed, and. 1 


Sony carries-an air of myſtery 1 
—— chat prompts us to its. diſ- 
coyery. With ſuch a ſecret was the 


had never heard of any inhabitants ſo 
near St. Fridefvald ſhe had ſeen no 


. * 
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o recently heard and beheld. The 
following eveiting ſet in equally mild 


and i beautiful She had now an addi- 
tional reaſon ſor viſiting her favorite 


pen There-could- be no — 


exploring a path ſhe was now acquaint- 
ed with. 'Thelady's:counteriance ſhe 
fo much admired ſeemed to indicate 


adverted to the influence ſne held over 


the magnetic — um bad 
transferred its effects. 1 et 


T como 24 106467536. 10, aha 


3 aſcended- the 
bie the purity of her intentions 
— 5 :. baniſh ; 


ſome. fixed and ſettled-grief.) "Elftidai 


1 her benevolence. 


by that influence the ſorrou which, by: 


> Þ 8 * * * 
n _ 


5 No 


GS 


4 DANISH MASSACEE 
baniſh every fearful: emotion; but no 


joined in charming uniſon with the vi- 


but ſtill advanced, - too much engaged 


in the object of her purſuit to perceive 


that the clouds had aſſumed a threaten· 


edle en — 
looking around, the was terrified at 
the awful.gloom that made the [ſolitude 
artificial night ſeemed to encloſe her: 
a hollow, wind waved the luxurious 


branches, and ſome drops of rain gave 


ſigns of an approaching ſtorm. The 


_ daikneſs ſuddenly increaſed, the tluiin- 


der rolled entirely round de horizon: 


DANISH MASSACRE. 49 


No one in the monaſtery knew where 
to ſeek her. No hope of being pur- 
ſued leſſened the terrors of the mo- 
ment. To proceed was hazardous. 
to return in ſuch a war of element 
might be equally dangerous. Still hor: 
feet, impelled as it were by ſome i intu- 
itive principle, carried her forward. 
The lightning, as ſhe came to a part 
of the wood Jeſs encumbered by trees, 
gleamed on her pallid viſage. Ho- 
y Mary,“ ſhe cried, c aſſiſt an inno- 
cent votary, whoſe: curioſity, dignified 
by a wiſh of ſerving her fellow-crea« 
ture, has plunged into danger. To 
thee, if Teſcape the threatened horrors 


that ſurround me, do I dedicate a day - | 


of ſolemn faſt. To thee will I facri- 

fice the inquiſitive reſtleſs ſpirit which 

could not content itſelf within the ſa» 3 
vol. 1. 0D cred. 22 
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cred walls of St. Frideſwald, nor ever . 
wander beyond the bounds preſcribed 

by thy religious worſhippers, - unleſs 

 fich circumſtances ſhould occur as. 


may render the - gratification -of - Hat: 
_— * n, | 


| This nile apoſtrophe Wee bert 
| _ top of the hill. With a trembling 


heart ſhe beheld a vaſt, wide and bar- 
ren heath. The boiſterous winds rai- 
ſed in whirling eddies the light duſt 
that filled the different croſs roads 2. 
but one ſhe noticed, with fearful tranſ- 
port, led to a ſtately edifice, the more 
remarkable in that wild region, as it 
l and caldera ads: Un- 
certain whether the ſhould. approach 
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mal woods, which, "agitated by the 
_ tempeſt, preſented an uncomfortable | 
view. Elfrida ſtood ſuſpended ; but 
the reiterated / flaſhes quickened her 
reſolution, and the ſonorous peils 
which followed allowed no longer time 
for deliberation ; but, haſtening to- 
wards the manſion that ſeemed by its 
ſtately doors being thrown open, to in- 
vite the weather- beaten traveller En- 
tering with cautious ſteps, ſne wid met 
in the hall by that noble figure to whoſe 
apparent diſtreſs ſhe owed her preſent 
inconvenient ſituation, who iramediate- 
ly recognizing the frightened virgin, 
invited her with the frankeſt politeneſs 
to partake of a ſhelter ſo happily ac- 
commodated to her preſent ſituation. 
Elfrida, with timid gratitude, acceded 
to 0 her requeſt and followed the hoſpi- 
. 'D * table 
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table lady to a noble apartment, where 
ſhe was delighted with the appearance 
of ſeveral beautiful children, variouſly - 
employed, according to their reſpective 
ages. The cheerfulneſs which anima 
ted their innocent features was mourn- 
fully contraſted by the melancholy that 
| predominated in their mother's counte- 
nance, when ſhe announced herſelf tothe 
princeſs by that endearing appellation. . 
tt Tam,” ſhe ſaid, with aheavy ſigh, «the 
unhappy parent of theſe ſweet cap- 
tives.” Captives — Flfrida ſhud- 
dered. Was ſhe then the inmate of a 
priſon? Was a houſe ſo noble the a- 
bode of flavery, and this charming 


fFmiſ ſubject to a tyrant, for none but 
tyrants ſhe thought could confine ſuch 
gentle beings ? — “ Alas,” continued 
che lovely woman, © you ſeem ſurpri- 
VF id 
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% 


fed. to hear me lament the lo of N 


liberty which, from meeting "me yel- 


terday abroad, you might ſuppoſe |. 


fully in my poſſeſſion ; but, though 


indulged with an unreſtrained power of 


wandering about theſe environs, I am 


ſtill a priſoner, born to better hopes, 


nurtured in a court, ſiſter of a king, 
and wife to—Odreadful |wiſe toa no- 

ble injured count; yet, a fad victim to 
inhuman politics, I am forced from the 
arms of a huſband, the boſem of 
friendſhip, and compelled, with theſe 
helpleſs companions of my wretched- 
neſs, to paſs the hours in a lonely un- 
comfortable ſtate, expecting every mo- 
ment to fall a facrifice to a barbarous 


ſyſtem contrived by the enemy of 01 


country. 2. 8 * 
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Ke entrance of a nobleman of aw- 
| Git ir nerves the tale of 
diſtreſs to which Elfrida had liſtened 
with gentle pity : but that pity was 
changed to terror, when the lady, ſeiz- 
ing her- hand, and with a voice no | 
longer foftened by the ſweet recollec- 
tion of paſt felicity, a face no longer 
impreſſed. with mild affecting ſorrow, 
but crimſoned over with indignant 
| Tage, while her eyes ſeemed to lighten 
wich anger, © See,” ſhe exclaimed, 
=_ See, beauteous dame, the cauſe of 

All my grief. Know you not the duke 
of Mercia, the deteſtible gaoler of Gu- 
nilda, the deſtroyer of my happineſs.? 
See you not murder gleaming in his 
vindictive eye? See you not the me- 
ditated extinction of the Danes i in that 
£ r * monſter,” and 
_ the 
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ſhe ſhook with fury, 1 ſay, where is 
the count;,—where is my huſband ?— 
O Sweyn, why comeſt thou not to 


revenge a ſiſter's injuries? — King of 


Denmark, thou knoweſt not the ſuf- 
ferings of Gunilda.— Come, Sir, I fe. 


the execrable purpoſe of your ſoul. 


Fired with the generous hope of being 
a mediatrix between the twq courts, I 
have truſted myſelf and children in the 

hands of treachery. — Why, thou vile 
duke, doſt thou detain us here:? Why 

not treat us like hoſtages, not ſlaves. 
Tell me, what have you done with 

my huſband ?. "Reftore him to me, 
let us ſuffer together «Ts it 
by theſe violent expreſſions, proud 
woman, you think to wy” my 
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eds, and his features diſtorted by ill- 
concealed ' paſſion. < Do you expect 
an undeſerved emancipation ſhould 
follow ſuch haughty demands. No, 
madam ; confined here as hoſtages 
from the court of Denmark, you 
muſt. wait with patience the event - il + 
of our negociation. « Alas,” ſaid the 
_ unhappy Gunilda, how long have I 
| waited Im fad ſorrow a change in your 
.- Feſolutions, for on you depend all I 
might in reaſon hope and all I fo much 
dread.” Scarcely able to confine the 
| agitation of his mind within the neceſ- 
Gary bounds, he rudely turned in ſilence 
from her, when the fair Elfrida met his 
eye, and raiſed aſtoniſhment, admira- 
tion, and curioſity in his flinty boſom. 
. Iuzemer, of ithelred was ſoon re- 


port 
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Port he beheld the ſtipulated reward 
of his black ſchemes againſt the Danes; 


but how ſhe became a witneſs of Gu- 


nilda's anguiſh was a myſtery not like, 


ly to be explained by that lady, who 
he was certain would impreſs her mind 


with the moſt inveterate ſentiments a- | 
 gainſt him, and it was the very deter- 


| mined wiſh of his ſoul to inſpire her 
with every favourable diſpoſition to- 


wards him. To meet her then wick 
one who, had experienced the baſeſt 
treatment from him, and who had cou- 
rage to charge him with his hypoeri- 
> deceptions, while ſhe expected 
every calamity his plotting: ſoul could 
load her with, was totally inimical to 
the deſigns he had formed; and in the 
full practice of ſucceſsful villainy, he 


felt a glance from that dart which one 


D 5 9 
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 . daywould pierce him with a thouſand 


| Withthe deepeſt reſpect he faluted 

the princeſs, to whom- he had never 
been an intereſting object, for moſt 
violently was he ſuſpected of ſome 
horrible treachery i in her, mother's fad 
cataſtrophe, ſo that ſhe beheld him with - 
indiſcribable terror, and whoſe averſion 
from what ſhe had now witneſſed was 
fixed and decided; nor were her ſenſa- 


ons of - the: moſt ſoothing nature, 


when ſhe conſidered herſelf as under 
the roof of ſuch a powerful and vin- 
dictive nobleman. The ſtorm had 
cCeaſed, but it was night: ſhe was at 
leaſt two miles diſtant from St. Fri- 
deſwald. Her abſence, ſhe doubted 
not, had by that time created the 

— | moſt 
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- moſt. painful alarm to the abbeſs, and 
how to return in ſafety without ſome 
protection was not in nature to deter- | 
mine. Her cogitations were inter- 
rupted by the duke, who aſked by 
what happy turn he owed the unex- 
pected honor of her preſence. With 
cold reluctance ſhe informed him of the 
motive which had induced her to 
wander fo far, but concealed the wiſh 
that had ariſen in her boſom to fave 
Gunilda, to whom ſhe yet hoped to 
render fome eſſential ſervice. That 
Elfrida had retired to a monaſtery he 
well knew, but that ſhe had for- 
tunately choſen St. Frideſwald for her 
reſidence was a circumſtance of much 
import to him, who was abſolute go- 
vernor of his extenſive domains, and 
claimed more particular authority over 
| D 6 the 
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the abbeſs, whom he had indulged 
with ſeveral immunities. It was wich- 
duke's proximity to St. Frideſwald that, 
ſne had been led by her father to make 
choice of that retirement. Glowing 
then with the idea that he ſhould be 
ſuffered to plead without reſtraint a 
paſſion which, in his licentious boſom, 
vas degraded to a meer ſenſual appetite, 
| he adverted no longer to the influenee 
Gunilda might obtain. over the prin- 
. ceſs, as, from the plot he had formed, 


_ a ſeparation between thoſe ladies muſt 


ſoon enſue, but, with a proper guard 
to attend them, he conducted Elfrida 
by another road to the monaſtery, 
though nat till ſhe had taken a ſolemn 
and grateful leave of the injured count- 

<< with whom, notwithſtanding the 


diſike _ 
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A diflike the had conceived to the duke, 


Her arrival at St. Fridefwald gave 


the higheft pleaſure to the ſuperior, 
who was diſtracted with the agonizing 
ſuſpicion that Elfrida had by ſome 
means fallen a prey to the Danes, who, 
| doubted not, ſoon lay ſiege to the mo- 


| naſtery, which was ill calculated to 
_ withſtand any violent attack but the 
arrival of her boander and het illuſtri- 


ous conductor quieted the aged abbeſs's 


from the duke; (to prevent the prin- 
£els's evening walks,) nen. 


E u 
* Unuſed 2 


fears, and ſhe received a private charge ; 
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-. Unuſed to controul, Elfrida was 


| extremely ſhocked to find her wiſh ot 
viſiting the glen ſo poſitively inter- 
dicted, and, with the dignity of roy- 
_ alty, queſtioned the abbeſs upon the 
motive of her refuſal. Fearful of dif- 
cloſing the duke's requeſt, and yet ar- 
dently deſirous of obliging a noble- 
man ſo powerful, ſhe heſitated, a mo—-—ꝛ 
tive for her non- compliance 1 
means ſatisfactory to the lady, who 
could not, with all her humility, cheer- 


| fully obey a command enforced with- 


out reaſon, and unſupported by a juft 


Authority. However, turning with ſi- 


lent dignity from the ſuperior, ſhe aſ- 
cended a half-ruined battlement, which 
had not given way to the effects of 
mouldering time, or the more violent 
aſſaults of ſavage ferocity, and ſted- 
1 e ally 


— 
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' faſtly contemplated! the rude yet pie- ;- 5," 
 tureſque ſcene beneath her, revolving . - 
in her mind the ſtrange events of the 
preceding night, and the ſudden, un- 
accountable, and ' myſterious refuſal 
which prevented her again exploring 
Mk Ag: ſo much de- 
n | 


| White thus employed, a confuſed 
alarm of mixed diſcordant voices in- 
terrupted the ſolemn repoſe of her 
foul. © She caſt a fearful eye to the 
left of the eminence before her, and 
perceived, riſing above the tops of the 
trees, unvfual clouds of duſt. Such 
her gentle heart, without the allevia- 
tion of a preſent ſolution. | She gazed, ,, 
liſtened, and foreboded noding les 
8 : n 
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than the approach of the tumultuous 
Danes, whoſe daily innovations upon 
: Britiſh liberty were a conſtant theme 
even in the lonely monaſtery, as dif- 
ferent travellers wha called for relief 
gave new and tremendous deſeriptions 
of their tyrannical impoſitions. The 
ſhouts, exclamations, and cries of dif- 
treſs, which ſeemingly drew nearer, 
increaſed Elfrida's fears, and deprived 
her of the power of ſeeking the ab: 
beſs, but wich a wild and vacant eye, 
bent upon ſhe hardly knew what, and 
clouded with ſtreaming tears of appre- 
henſion, ſne continued fixed to the ſpot. 
Her attendant, whoſe attachmetit would 
not ſuffer her to. quit her miſtreſs, 
though a prey to every whithſical idea 


* 2 timid n vainly en- 
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| treating her todeſcend, and endeayour 
to inveſtigate an. affair ſo dreadfully | | 
es: « And. ſee, madam,” ſhe 
trees I can a the glittering arms 
of a warrior.” Her lady turned to- 
wards the pot. to which Winifred 
pointed, and perceived. indeed, a chief 
of a gallant appearance, his helmet 
feathers, his perſon. tall, gracchul,. and 
completely caſed in palithed ſtecl, a 
drawn ſword nau in the other 
1 dere rn Ke 
d e e 

| They deſcended: the: bill with a re- 
pid motion, as if purſued. Elfrida 
ſtarted, and with a convulſiwe excla- 
mation ef ſurpriſe, It is, ſue cried, 
it is the noble Gunilda, ane 
1 


in 
y 
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is explained.” She {aid no more, but 


| quitted the battlement, paſſed the bro- 
ken ſteps, which led from it to the in- 
terior apartments, and in a hurried 


accent entreated the gates might be | 


opened for che reception of her; who, 
_ the doubted not, was driven to ſeek - 


ſafety from ftrangers. Her ' requeſt 
was complied with: Gunilda entered: 
Her jars looks and almoſt breathleſs 


+ 


manner, indicating the extreme addi- 
tional anguiſh of her 'foul, -praſping 
Elfrida's hand, and at the fame mo- 


ment addreſſing the ancient Algitha, 
ce I am come,” ſhe cried, © to claim 


Pim protection for myſelf and chil- 


dren,” pointing to the lovely inno- 
Have es dank ben Kelrdabagitlletione 


the palace, and whom ſhe had brought 
tom thence, * Within theſe walls 1 


* 
” G 
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« would hope to find an afylum. . 
Death ſtalks in gloomy terror through 
: the land. My countrymen, my kin 
dired, perhaps my huſband, are marked 
out for ſanguinary vengeance. To 
the kindneſs of the benevolent Mor- 
car we are indebted for our preſent ef. 
cape. Though an enemy to my cauſe, 
though a faithful adherent to your - 
king, and though actually employed 
in the execrable ſcheme of chaſtiſing 
our nation, his humanity is not” proof 
againſt my entreaties; but yeſterday 
the horrid command was iſſued, Say 
then, will you not act in concert with 
this generous Briton. Look at theſe 
hapleſs unfortunates,—muſt they bleed 
upon the quivering ſpear ? muſt their 
wretched mother ſink under the in- 
kiction of a thouſand wounds ? She 


| Ropped 


— 
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ſtopped. The horrible idea ſhook her 
whole frame. Maternal tenderneſs 
preſented to her fearful imagination the 
mangled limbs of her beloved children 
wantonly ſcattered upon the field of 
| battle by a barbarous foe, nor could 
hope itſelf, elaſtic, lively, and pre- 
 famptuous as it is, repel the dreadful 
viſians ſhe hourly expected might be 


The abbeſs was thunderſtruck. Con- 
fined in her notions, flattered by monk - 
iſh ſuperſtition, n Aalen un. 
devoid of that eee be- 
nevolence, which cannot be governed 


by national prejudice, but blazes into 


„ Ae 
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ciple which glows in the favage boſom 


was ſupplied by artful cunning and for- 


informed her of his motive for reſtrain- 
ing Elfrida's rambles, nor that. Gunil- 
da was his priſoner; buthe had given 


q 


her a hint of his ſudden attachment to 
Elfrida. The princeſs therefore, the 
appearance of Morcar, the diſtreſs * 
of his charge; and the nature of er 
requeſt, perplexed the ſuperior. Stig 


while revolving every poſſible conſe- | 


>, 
* 
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remained involved in a profound agi- 
tation till rouſed by the noble Briton. | 
ce ne, pan oma. he fad, : 


6 fo 


'Prote this unhappy female, Her 6 


tuation claims all that — 
power can fo largely. diſpenſe. Your: 


 fanftuary is ſacred: none gare ap- 
proach i its hallowed walls without per- 
million. The work of death, and a 
glorious revenge ſummon me hEnce. 
Though a revenge ſo laudable en- 
flames my ſoul againſt the Danes, yet 
humanity recoils at the ſcenes I muſt 
witneſs, nor 1s it upon ſuch helpleſs _ 
objects as- theſe the uplifted weapon 

ſhould fall; for, though through them 

we wound a tyrannical nation, the 
channel is too pure to convey a ven- 
e ſo terrible, Let then this royal 


lady 


* 
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lady and her little ones enjoy the pri- 
vilege claimed even by the midnight 
aſſaſſin. Refuſe not an aſylum to ſuch 
injured ſufferers. I muſt haſten from 
hence, but with you I truſt ſhe will be 
ſafe till we can convey her to Den- 
mark. e Ves, added Elfrida, whoſe 
every idea was concentered in the hope 
of ſerving Gunilda, and Who, obſer- 
ving Algitha's reluctance to accept her, 
felt the conſequence of her own dig- 
nity, as being of kingly deſcent, ſwell 
her heart, Yes, gracious wap wa 
ſpall be ſafe. - I will receive her. 
daughter of Ethelred reer 
confidence, and affiance to this deſo- 
lite counteſs. Come, madam, fear 
nothing; not even. my great father 
would oppoſe his child. Who then,” 


72 DANISH MASSACRE,” 
of majeſty inhereye, u Vhs then ſhall | 
dare to impugn Elfrida's Will?“ 


bent her knee heren caſt an em- 
paſſioned look upon her offspring, re- 
deemed, as ſhe then ſuppoſed, from”. 
death, preſſed Elfrida to her breaſt, 
over whom ſhe ſhed tears, extorted by 
a variety of cauſes; and then, turning 
with a wild and piercing gaze to Mor- 
| car, ſobbed out, * Generous ſon of 
for a boon ſo precious; and Oh re- 
member, rand ee 
have unſheathed is lifted againſt my 
weed b d remember, 
ear, that on the extinction of that 
name depends Gunilda's deſtruction 
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But you know my huſband, and ſurely 
the hand which raiſes from the loweſt 
abyſs of deſpair his. faithful. wife, will 
not by means ſo fatal: ſtab her peace; 
will not in Raulin's death plant dag- ' 
gers in this boſom keener than thoſe” | 
from which I am, by your means, 
emancipated.” The general bowed 
over the, anxious - petitioner's hand, 
which ſhe tendered, and promiſed, 
ſhould count Raulin even attempt to 
provoke him to battle, he would re- 
. 1 


During ana, che dd e 1 
hardly arrange her thoughts, or reco - 
ver from the ſurpriſe Elfrida s be- 
haviour had occaſioned. That a lady 
ſo pious, ſo gentle, ſo conformable to 
the rules of their order, ſhould, in a 

Obs . E : caſe 


— 
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caſe of ſuch importance, almoſt Ws 
eccleſiaſtical authority, and give the 
permiſſion. none but the ſuperior oo e 
grant, and what in her opinion was ex- 
tremely improper to expect, was 4 5 
problem neither art or cunning could 
ſolve. It militated totally againſt the 


expectation ſhe had conceived, of re- 
ceiving, through Elfrida $ means, the 
dbigghieſt religious honours—that of S- 
verning a king's daughter. It morti- 
fied her with the idea, that, by throw- 5 
ing off her obedience, ſhe ſhould diſ- 
oblige the duke, who, Algitha readily 
conceived, had ſome deep motives for 
the reſtraint he had recommended. 
In fine, there was no clue powerful 
enough to lead her to the develope-" 
ment of this perplexing affair; and, 
though awed by a ſpecics of behaviour 
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o new, and a fearleſſeſs of ! manner 
ſo uncommon to the Princeſs, „ ſhe 
inly determined to acquaint Edrie with 
the preſent diſpoſition of things at St. 
Fridefwald, nothing doubting but what 
the duke might diflike in her int ph 
gence he could ealily remove ; FEE 
of Ethelred's power ſhe did not 6 
count, as it was merely ſecondary to 


the nobleman's ſhe ſo ee W 
W e 
1— now took a | haſty leave of : 


the lovely friends, but lingered A little 


while, making his 'acknowledginents 
to Elfrida for her liberal reception of 


the counteſs ; and a ſigh, breathed . 
moſt unkndwn to himſelf, accompa- 
nied his thanks for the good wiſhes ſhe 
epd for his ſafety. Gunilda * 
2h E * 


- 


though theſe, vaſt and lofty walls in- 
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| him depart with a mixture of every 
paſſion a noble mind can feel. He 


had relieved, reſcued, and protected 


her from evils, the bare ſuppoſition of 


which was. dreadful in the extreme. 
He had recommended her welfare 

with a warmth expreſſive of the moſt 
"diſintereſted kindneſs. But he was 


now departed, confeſſedly to make | 
every retaliation of vengeance. a per- 


fidious oppreſſive enemy deſerved. — 
Yet of what nation were theſe enemies 


_ compoſed ? — the nation of her pro- 
genitors, her native countrymen, her 


brother's: ſubjects, her own relatives. 
&« Alas, alas l ſhe thought, « though . 
me and#mine enjoy a ſafety ſcarcely. 
expected, and ſtill leſs ſo from a de- 
termined though generous for ; 
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rerfere between me and deſtruction, 
what friendly arm mall interpoſe with 
ſtrength ſufficient to ward the blow 


from Raulin's heart! That gallant 
heart, beating high with the hope of 


rendering eſſential ſervice to thoſe who 
ſhall look up to him for help, wil it 


not chearfully oppoſe itfelf to the 


word of the Engliſh rather chan ſtoop 
to acknowledge a Britiſh maſter ? 


O Morear, while involved in the heat 


: 


ol battle, — while purſuing the an- 


quiſhed, too feeble to contend againſt | 
thy. power,—will then thy. ptomiſe re- 
main in full foree ? Young,/ vigorous, 


in the prime of manhood, | ould | 


4 Raulin'meet thee, will he ſtoop to alk 
for mercy, and wilt thou then remerh- 
ber Gunilda's requeſt, to bear, per- 
haps, even the i imputation of cowardice 
e E 3 rather 


ced to charm my huſband from his 
. Purpoſe, is inſufficient. He repeats 
his blow, he preſſes on the Briton. 


* 
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_ rather than lift a hand, of , vengeance 


againſt a life, compared to which. her 
own is but a trifle ? — No, no! I ſe 


them now engaged: I ſee reſentment 
ſparkle | in the eye and fluſh the cheeks 
of Raulin : I ſee the | generous Mor- 
car retreat from the uplifted battle. are, 
while the name of Gunilda, pronoun- 


Morcar eludes his rage, — a rage 7 
heightened by the myſterious, carriage | 


; : opprobrious term of coward, no long- 
er remembers a promiſe glory itſelf | 
 Tenounces ;—and now they engage on 


equal terms. I can think no more. 
Conquered or - conqueror, Raulin ſtands 
* chance. Thor, Frega, Moden, e 


— 
* 
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whoſe horrid rites have made huma- Ii. 


nity ſhudder ; ye who, while I utter 
the cuſtomary invocation, my foul 
can ſcarcely. acknowledge, lend the aſ- 
| ſiſtance a hero deſerves, or I ſhall 
more than queſtion the power of thoſe 
| gods the daring Britons laugh at.” 


The folemn colling of the evening : 
bell interrupted <jaculations fo mourn- 
ful. Elfrida, though tenderly attached 
4 to the noble heathen, would not neg- 
left her uſual devotions, but prepared” 
to accompany the nuns to beſpers | 
« You are going,” ſaid Gunilda, with 
a ſigh, © to the worſhip of your God. 
You are going, doubtleſs, to folicit 
his ſuffrage in favor of thoſe who are 
now perhaps employed in ſcenes of - 
death, of war, and bloodſhed. I can- 
0 not alk the prayers of one who wiſhes, _ 
F » f E 4 BE 
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it is Probable, the extermination of 
all our race. But, O lady, while 

juſt reſentment, which I cannot blame, 
fills your breaſt againſt a people you | 
have reaſon to deteſt, let one ſpark of 
-pity for poor Gunilda ſoften the aſpe- 
_rity of your petition ; for, is not your 
God the God of Mercy? Is he not 
repreſented to us as a contemner of 
perſecution ?\ He bears no tile ex- 
preſſive of war, rage, or revenge ; 
furely then you cannot worſhip him as 
a vindictive being? or, if you ſhould, 

let my ſad ſituation be not forgotten in 
your onaiſons.” e Come, thou diſ- 
treſſed matron, ” interrupted Elfrida, 

| « enter with me the abode of Omni- 
potence. Obſerve our mode of ado- 
ration, we offer no bloody ſacrifices * 
no devoted victim ſmokes upon our 
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| altar, no innocent creature offers up 
its ſpotleſs ſoul to a vengeful fancied 
deity, All our oblations are in the 

true ſpirit of Chriſtian peace: for the 
ſucceſs of that we pray, for the ac- 
quiſition of that we implore a holy 
Saviour.” The counteſs muſed upon 
the propoſition : at length, Lead 
« on,” ſhe cried, ,* I will attend.” 


Elfrida was delighted, and conduct- 
ed her to the chapel, where ſervice. 
was already begun. The magnificent 
altar, the lofty croſs, the flowing veſt- 8 
ments of the prieſts, the clear melo- 
dious voices of the choir, (juſt then 
engaged in tuneful ſacred reſponſes, 
while various fine-toned inſtruments 
filled up each awful  pauſe,)- thrilled 
the fair Pagad's ſoul; She liſtened _ 
5 wich 


82 ban isn MASSACRE. 1 
with an extatic fervor. Her whole 
frame ſeemed as though ſhook by a 
divine extacy. Her eyes overflowed - 
with tears of rapture. The burial of 
a nun was to follow theſe uſual cere- 
monies. The dirge - like pathetic ex- 
preſſion of the muſic, — the ſtone 
coffin, born with difficulty along the 
aiſle, — the choriſters preceding the 
proceſſion, and chanting a melancholy 
___ ſervice, nearly compleated her con- 
verſion. During the whole ſhe Ao 
not her attention from the affecting 
ſcene, but, when it was concluded, 
lied up her hands and eyes, exclaim- 
ing, Ye Gods of my countrymen, 
| who delight in blood, — ye who _ 
hear unmoved the virgin's ighs, the 
mother's groans, the infant's cries, 
I who. rJjoy. a rancorous pleaſure, in 


n 
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the depopulation of a world, no 

more will 1 kneel at your altars, no 
more deprecate your wrath or feaſt 
your ſavage hearts with the ſacrifice of 


the human race. From this moment 


I abjure a belief fo barbarous; from 
this hour I renounce a faith fo tyran- 


nical. Gunilda and her children will 
be Chriſtians. — Come, holy prieft, 5 


behold theſe innocents; incorporate 
then with thoſe of your religion : ſeal 


our feception with that , myſtical ſign 


ſo efficacious and ſo pure. Her TY 


office ſhe reſigned her Daniſh\ name of 


Gunilda to the ſofter one of Athela. 


Fatigued and overcome by the va- 


rious occurrences of the evening, 
Athela gladly accepted the offer of 


E 6 | an 
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an apartment for herſelf and children, 
where, notwithſtanding the perturba- 
tion of her mind, ſhe enjoyed ſome 
quillity partly induced by the ſtep ſhe 
had taken, . and partly by the hope 


that Raulin might eſcape the rage of 


his foes. The appearance of her ami- 


was animated by the ſweet ſatisfaction, 


ariſing from a contemplation of Athe- 


s features, no longer diſtorted by 
wild ſtarts of paſſion, or clouded by 
tormenting deſpair, was peculiarly de- 
+firable. She aroſe, and fervently em- 
| braced the lovely creature to whom 
' the owed every expectation of earthly 
* happineſs. I know not,” ſhe ſaid, 


in what terms to expreſs the feelings 
of a grateful ſpirit for the revival of an 


able protectreſs, whoſe countenance 


- 
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almoſt extinguiſhed hope. But yeſ- 
terday, and 1 beheld at no great dif- | 
tance the downfall of Athela's great- 
_ neſs. The loſs even of life itſelf ap- 
_ peared inevitable: the deſtruction of 
her infants ſeemed written in the book 
of fate. Now, by the interpoſition of 


thoſe. from whom I dreaded a doom 


ſo ſad, are we ſecured. Great have been 
my afflictions even from early youth, 


but no wonder, — I worſhipped thoſe 


who could not help me. I depended 
. the mighty oak.” © No more, my 
friend,” interrupted Elfrida, of .a 
common obligation; but, if you will 

gratify a requeſt I have long medi- 

tated to make, ſay by what means you 
became ſubject to the duke of Mer- 
cia, and (I ſhame to fay it) the go- 
57 ; vernor 
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verno r of my father.” — < Yes, la- Hh 


dp, if events which have nothing to 


recommend them but ſimple truth 
can excite your attention, I will re- 
 *cite ſcenes that, alas, may pain your 
gentle heart, but I think they will 
ſtrengthen your a for the On 
; of a n 


nth It is unneceſſary to menti6n the 
royalty of a deſcent which even my 
enemies deem unqueſtionable, and 
which once inflated my pride with a 
haughtineſs misfortune could not con- 
quer; but now, ſubdued by reaſon and 
+ Fa over-ruled by reflection, 2 can join 
with your gentleneſs in condemning 

| paſſions unworthy a ſeat in the female 

bir; find wer nina 700 the © 

- profeſſion I have choſen,” whole - firſt 
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grace your preval | ent  examiple W 


duces me to pronounce is humility. 
Nor think, madam, this change is in- 
ſtantaneouſly made, for long have I 


rejected in mind many of the abſurd 


and ſhocking cuſtoms which mark the 
Pagan fyſtem, and long have admired - 
fuch tenets of your faith, the practice of 
whichhavecome within my notice while 
priſoner to Mercia's duke. But not 
from him, not from his behaviour dd 
my ſoul catch the ſmalleſt emanation 
of goodneſs; for his neglect of every 
moral virtue, every Chriſtian excel 
lence, diſguſted rather than invited my 
belief. But, contagious as his influ- 
| ence was, it did not extend to all the 
inmates of the Mercian palace. Some 
, there were whoſe gentle manners de- 
clared the means by which their fero- 


* 
- 


* 
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city had been ſoftened, their tempers = 
refined, and their diſpoſitions humani- 
zed ; and this led me to admire what 
yet I could not comprehend, to love 
the effect of a cauſe I was too 1gno- 
rant and uninſormed to develope; 
but, when your benevolence and Mor- 
car's generoſity, qualities ſo rare a- 
mongſt the high- born and warlike of 
dur country, united their power, as 
flowing from the religion you profeſs, 
1 began to look with contempt upon 
the gods of the Danes, and embraced 
with my whole heart that light which 
pervaded my dazzled ſenſes, and dif- 
ſipated the clouds of ſuperſtition; more 
particularly as I now believe it calms 
and regulates thoſe dark and malig- 
ant paſſions which the vile mythology | 
C Ice ng, of 
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of the Pagan ſyſtem encourages. and 
e the moſt criminal exceſs. 


« It may - at ſurpriſe 
 rious. conſequences of unreſtrained 


ration of unenlightened principles, 
which could not bear the ſlighteſt op- 
poſition, and to the indulgence of fuch 


many of the-ſorrows I have endured, 
ſince my education in a barbarous and 
uncivilized court was devoid of chat ſaſt 
poliſn ſo eſſential to ſmooth the rough- | 
neſs even of the moſt precious gem, 


who could not boaſt a birth ſo noble 
were to be conſidered but as ſlaves to 


* 


your noble nature to be told the fu- * 


rage; but, remember, it was the ope- 


and both my brother and myſelf grew 
up under the impreſſion that every one 


| our i 


\ 


principles am J poſſibly indebted: for 2 
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our imperious will. It was about the 
| ſeventeenth year of my age, when a 
deſcendant of that Alfred whom you fo 
deſervedly ſtile the Great, and who poſ- 
ſeſſed many of his royal progenitor's 
excellent qualities, had by his -pru- 
dent management in ſome meaſure 

foiled the Danes, and put a ſtop to 
£ their innovations, that your father 
C Ethelred ſent a private embaſſy to the 

court of Denmark to negociate an 
| | honourable peace for the Britons, and 
to propoſe an alliance between me 
and the warlike Guiderius, whom, as 
he had at that time no male iſſue, he 
doubtleſs meant as his ſuccceſſor; par- 

- ticularly as he derived a title to Ethel- 

rod's favor from a conſanguinity not 
very diſtant; and as his active talents 
| promiſed ſome relief to the more timid 
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king, who delighted rather in peace 
chan in war. To this offer from a | 
powerful monarch, in behalf of à no- 
bleman remarkable for wiſdom, va- 
our, moderation, and ſkill in the po- 
lite arts, no poſſible objection could be © 
made. Deeply did my father look 
into the importance of fuch a mar- 
riage; but Sweyn, who dreaded a ri- 
val in the perſon of one ſo famed for 
che moſt forcible elocution to detach 
me from a ſcheme which held out the 
moſt ſupreme gratification- even to 
royal pride. Alas, had he known the 
predilection his ſiſter had made, all 
thoſe fears might have been ſpared: 
had the haughtineſs which blinded him 
to the ſoſter paſſions permitted, he 
mult have known the perſections of 


oF 
of 
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count Raulin, his friend and confident, 
had made a ſtrong impreſſion upon a 


heart fenced by a high ſenſe of here- 
ditary greatneſs from every weaker 
emotion; but, with features diſtorted 
by an apprehenſive agitation, and a 
voice almoſt ſtifled from the various 
emotions that impreſſed their effects 
upon his countenance, he made the 
propoſal he ſo much dreaded would 
ſeizing my hand, Thou art right, my 
fiſter,” he enclaimed; * Guiderius is 
no match for Gunilda. The ſovereign 


of a petty iſle, over which we main- 
tain increaſing power, (for I think no- 


thing of the late trifling conqueſt,) 
"ought not to chooſe a conſort for Den- 
marc s princeſs. Believe your brother. 

5057 Ta 
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which induces an artful king to try the 
ſucceſs of a plot thar muſt (if com- 
Beſides, what think you of che de- 
ſcendant of a prince, who, we are told, 
could ingloriouſly fink to the charac- | 
ter of a ſpy, and in the paltry diſguiſe 
of an harper enter the camp of our an- 
ceſtor to obtain his ungenerous ends? 
and has not Guiderius practiſed at dif- 
ferent times a. mode of behaviour 
equally mean? What credit then ſhall | - 
we give to the profeſſions of one ſo: 
deſpicably ſubtle ? It is true, we have 
been foiled; but the fword is not blunt- 
when ſharpened to its keeneſt' edge, 
ſhall cut its. way to the-heaity of our ſe- 

4 
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rocious antagoniſts. Doubt not our 
royal f father will give his ſuffrage in 
favour of a ſcheme that holds ſuppo- 
ſed advantages to the lovers of ſloth- 
ful peace. Worn out with age and in- 
firmities, he looks not to thoſe con- 
ſequences. that muſt involve his legal 
ſucceſſor and ſubjects in the moſt dire- 
ful calamities, ſhould ſuch an union d 
take place; nor ſees beneath the maſk : 
of fair pretence the hideous features | 
of grim deſtruction. Another pow- 
erful objection militates againſt Ethel- 
red's. wiſhes. Is not Guiderius a 
Chriſtian? and muſt Gunilda conform 
to thoſe fantaſtical rites, the obſer- 
vance of which has already produced 
that formidable. monſter Perſecution 2 
Muſt ſhe reject the worſhip of our 
great and warlike deities, defying by 
wie” ſuch 
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fuch a ſtep the protection of the migh- . 
ty Thor, and diſgracing that awful de ⸗ DB 
lief we derive from our Saxon ſore- 
fathers. My ſoul deteſts the cunning : 
Briton} | I hate his policy, nor can be 
blinded by the fine-ſpun web: of deep 
ſophiſtry with Which he aims to/cover : 
plots too glaring to be hidden by de- 
luſions ſo flimſy.” By me then, my 
ſiſter, ſend your ſcornful rejection. 1 
will give it in terms of the haughtieſt - 
defiance. We will not allow the am- 
bitious Guiderius' ſelf complaiſance, 
the ſmalleſt title to his own congratu- . 
lation. He ſhall not for one mqment . 
ſuppoſe we could demur to a FO 
| een honour haſtens to give.“ 


0 ies ul üttle did the REPAY a 
W a treatment ſo oppro—- 
brious, ; 


4 
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2 brious, and how did my heart burn 1 
»ntradict the illiberal aſſertions of the 
brother I ſo truly loved, and whoſe 
ſentiments, in thoſe points were our 
| dignity was concerned, were ſo exactly 
5 firular to my own. But, abſorbed in 
the idea of him who governed every 
feeling of my ſoul, and ſupremely hap- 
py to find I ſhould not be obliged to 
5 Eng a hope on which was ſupported 
every proſpect of future bliſs, ſelfiſh- 
neſs ſtifled each nobler principle; and, 
While 1 ſecretly admired the conduct 
and venerated the character of a hero 
of whom I had often heard the high- 
| eft praiſe, yet did my partiality for ano- 


tber deprive me of fortitude ſufficient 
to explode thoſe narrow cenſures which 
tended to depreciate a gallant Chriſtian, | 
n tacitly acceded to the means my- 


1 
1 
— 
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besen @ offer 8 ought at leaſt to 5 
haweaweited a, grateful” retum. Alas, 
occupies e how feeble 3 = 
| how firmly do we ſhut our eyes to 
reaſon, juſtice, humanity, «prudence, 
friendſhip. A ſigh, perhaps a tear, 
may mark the ir fic: dious ions 
of a heart ſtrongly attached by ohiects 
of ſympathy ; but that is all: we paſt 
lightly over chem, and recur to the 
ſweet prevailing hoarded affection „ 
the ſoul. But Ethelred accepted not 
the anſwer a fierce and jealout? prince 
returned, till reiterated affront obliged 
Guiderius to withdraw his claims: and = 
your father do autem a vengeance. my | 
VOL. 1. F N | "hy | 
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bur nation, to which our parent was 
obliged to ſubmit; for, unable to 
contend with youth and health in the 
full practice of an unbridled violence, 
excited by ambition and the fear of lo- 
ſing a crown, on which depended 
every fancied glory, he felt himſelf 
obliged to relinquiſh his own weighty 
meaſons in favor of whathe had eagerly 
ſtrove to accompliſh, and ſoon after 
reſigned a kingdom which he prophe- 
5 ſied, in his laſt moments, would bring 
no permanent tranquillity with it, and 
Sweyn aſcended a throne he had Hong 
quads high. „ 
Keen ww my brother's par- 
eee each, I ven- 
tured to ſolicit his ear upon the ſub- 
ect neareſt e but all the elo- 
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conſanguinity, was inſufficient to repel 


the ſtorm of paſſion my confeſſion had 
raiſed. © Yow have thought proper, - 
madam,” ſaid he, to. unite yourſelf - 
with one who cannot boaſt a royal li- 
neage, and now date my utmoſt re- 


ſentment by an information ſo humili- 


you have choſen, and glory in the ho- | 
nor of ſuperceding a great and awful 
king. Les, precipitate and degenerate 
Gunilda, you have diſappointed my 
deareſt hopes: you have loſt the proſ- f 
pe& of royalty for ever. Olaps, mo- 
narch of Norway, was the perſon 1 


had choſen to keep up the bicod af 


our progenitors.” I could hear no 


quence of love, all the tenderneſs 'of 


— 
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ted the moſt bitter retorts, and I en- 
tered upon my defence in terms I now 
bluſh to fay, violent and unfeminine. 8 


Our conference ended with my for- 


huſband's deprivation of thoſe honours 


he had ſo dearly earned. Not ſatiſ- 
fied with vengeance ſo exemplary, the 
haughty Sweyn caſt about how to di- 
vide a faithful couple, who found in 
each other's ſociety all a ſtern ambi- 
8 nous 0 d denied. But * and 
1 fn choke Who would ankithe hon | 
pointed out the advantage we had luſt, 
and engaged in the delightful W 


ment of contemplating 'the inſantine 
beauties of :a riſing generation, we 
were permitted for ſeveralyeurs to en- 
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joy a tranquillity fucceeding troubles | 
made yet more precious to remem- 


Thoſe friends, who had yet an eye 

to che reſtoration of Raulin's glory, ob» 
ftcuredz as it were, in an inglorious re- 
treat, repreſented to Sweyn how mueh 
it derogated from his dignity to ſuffer 
his fiſter's huſband to Janguiſh in hum- 
ble life, while all the active world were 
in arma, and took oceafion by their | 
well meant inſinuations to rouſe bis 
martial ſpirit. Fired with the hope of 
acquiring ſame fulſſiticat to 'expunge 
the blot he fondly fancied would other 
wiſe be indelible, the count prepared 


to quit a family whoſe happineſs = . A 580 t 
pended upon his preſence, and F- . 


ceived with tranſport 2 cotrimiſlion Ks 
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from the king, to take the command 
of the army deſtined to make another 


_ deſcent upon Britain. Honor, valour, 


the hope of ſeeing his wife reſtored to 


her former ſtate, all united to ſweeten 


a pill (to me) alas, ſo bitter; and he 
joyfully accepted a truſt ſo ſacred and 
ſo unlimitec. 


. To conquer the Britons was a point 
on which hung Denmark's ſafety. To 
be choſen by his ſovereign, as the prin- 
cipal means. by which a victory ſo in- 

portant was to be gained, blinded him 
to the covert malice of Sweyn's in- 
tention, which was doubtleſs to ſepa- 
rate us for ever, and with his endea- 
vours to reconcile me to his depar- 
ure was mixed his cxulting expecta- 
tion of overcoming a nation ſo formi- 
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| dable. The ſpirit of our. forefacher 
conquered feminine timidity, and, tod 


1 proud to diſcover the anguiſn of my 


mind, I beheld, from the window of 
a half-ruined caſtle, the manceuvres 
of Ravlin's ſoldiers, who were drawn 
up on a vaſt plain, with an unchanged. 
countenance, while my boſom throb- 
| bed with anxious fear. Oh! never, 
deareſt lady, can I forget or deſcribe 
my internal feelings, when, in all the 
pomp of warlike ſtate I beheld my 
huſband marſhalling and diſpenſing his 
commands to the troops. What a 
graceful, a dignified, an animated” fi- 
gure! Hope ſparkled in his eye, the 
aſſurance of victory fluſned his fea- 
tures. With a fwift but regular mo- 
tion the ſeveral battalions drew off. 
Their geriatal paſſed near the window. 
To SS He 


* 
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Helooked up: a tear marked his ap- 


proach; it remained upon my cheek. 


Wich an expreſſive meaning he pointed 
towards the army: it was then in full 
march. Ambition, how didſt thou at 


that cruel moment fix a deep and dead- 
ly ſting in my heart. He gave a ſol- 
dier's adieu, ſpurred his noble charger, 


and followed his people. The crea« | 


tute ſoon bore him from my fight. 
I had ſcarcely time to wave my hand- 
kerchief, and was tharikful to the fon 
for gilding his armour with arefulgence 


that enabled me for ſome time to dif- 


igri the en it emitted. 


— 
* 
K 


e e ee rolled en e { \ | 
| lancholy tediouſneſs. The company { 
of three ſweet infants only added to the | 


4 my ſorrow. My deareſt 
viſhes, 


a” 
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_ wiſhes, my invaluable treaſure, was in 
Britain. Expoſed to every danger, the 


\ count was eſtabliſhing his fame in ſe- 


CR veral enterpriſes equally hazardous and 
dangerous. Succeſs was various, but 
envy could not accuſe Raulin of Care- 
lefſaeſs Gr Conroe. . 


pe 1 1 8 7; 
1 — | 5 n TY of Ve . 
* had be@p abſent 22 


his 101 ſoul ſo exquilitely alive to 
on that was the ſupport and com— 
i 1 flew to the 
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royal preſence, regardleſs of my cha- 


- rafter, my conſequence, my hate. 


I accuſed my brother of the moſt dia- 


bolical intent. I execrated the gods 
- themſelves, who could permit the fall 


ol a hero ſo illuſtrious. The rapidity 


of my accuſation, the keenneſs of my . 
reproaches, the exceſs of my anguiſh, 
_ deprived the king of fortitude enough 


to exculpate himſelf from the charge, 
and he would, I doubt not, at that mo- 
ment have reſigned the crown itſelf to 
purchaſe his emancipation from the 
guilt which made a coward of him. 


In vain did thoſe about me at- | 


tempt to calm my emotions. In vain 


did Sweyn, in a low and heſitating ac- 


cent, preſs me to diſbelieve the truth 


ofa report ſo terrible. I was deaf ta 


every 


— 
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every requeſt to bear m/ kate with 
| moderation, but haſtened to dhe ſea- 
| fide, attended only by a few ſervants, 
where, by the dint of an application too 
powerful to be reſiſted, I procured a 
veſſel to ſail with me for England. 
Accuſtomed to be obeyed without con- 
troul, my vehemence was irreſiſtible. 
faithful maid would not leave me in 


this horrible criſis of my fate, and. of 


five male domeſtics, one only followed 
| my deſperate fortune. He was ex- 
tremely ancient; but the inviolable 
attachment he had ever profeſſed to 
Raulin, to whom he vowed never to 
quit me, induced him to truſt the rem 
nant of a decaying life upon the pre- 
carious element, and he would not de- 
ſert his miſtreſs in a ſituation fo truly 
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miſerable; - Our paſſage was ſhort but 


tempeſtuous, as if the very elements 


had united their influence to preſent 
nothing but the moſt melancholy pit- 


tures to . foul. 8 


3 


5 The an which paſſed while I was 
confined to the ſhip ſeemed inſupporta- 


bly tedious. We landed. England 
was a ſcene of horror. I ſought the 
field of battle. . Alas, every heath, 


every plain, preſented a view of deſo- 5 


lating war. Diſtant ſhouts, the clan- 


gor of trumpets, the noiſe of drums, 


mixed their diſcordant ſounds. The 


villages bore ſhocking marks of devaſ- 
tation. The little farms, on which 
their reſpective owners had ſupported 
a numerous progeny, were half con- 


fumed, exhibiting in their ſmoking = 
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rains the crit affects of ſavage ven- 
geance. My ' ſervants would have 
, pointed out the danger of ruſhing un- 
| proved through an enemy's country, 
where the interference of friend or foe 
might be equally hazardous; — Alas l 
they came not in ſearch of a beloved 
huſband's remains. They came not 
to reſcue his honoured coarſe from in- 
famy, nor examined with looks of de- 
cided deſpair, the mangled bodies 
over which they haſtened, and which 
were many of them in a ſtate not to 
permit a ſtrict ſcrutiny. Poſſeſſed with 
the idea that Raulin was numbered 
with the dead, and incapacitated by 
exceſſive agony from the operation of 
reaſon, I continued my ſearch without 
adverting to the improbability of find- 
8 85 in a field of battle, who muſt 

long 
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long ere thattime, have been conſigned 
to the ſilent tomb, or be thrown with 
numbers more into one common 
grave. 3:6 


The ſhades of night ſurrounded me 
while purſuing my melancholy em- 
ployment, and it was not till then I be- 
gan to be ſenfible of the impropriety 
of the ſtep I had taken. With no 
guard but a feeble old man and my 
faithful Elgiva, — no proſpect of an 
aſylum even from the inclemencies of 


a climate; which, though milder than 


my. own, was at that ſeaſon of the year 
extremely rigorous, —equally dreading 
the protection of my own countrymen, 

and the ferocity of their enemies, — 
think, dear lady, what were my feel- 
ings. when, upon lifting up my eyes, 


8 A. which 
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which had been ſo intent upon the ob- 
ject of their purſuit as hardly to no- 
tice the ſtealing gloom that hung upon 
che once-barren heath, (alas! now 
fruitful with human facrifices,)—think, 
what were my ſenſations when I dif- 
cerned a troop of horſemen deſcend- 
ing an oppoſite eminence. The dan- 
ger of my ſituation now broke at once 
upon my affrighted ſenſe. Their mo- 
tion was irregular, ſtraggling at une 
qual diſtances from each other: they 
ſeemed as though returning from a 
' bloodlefs victory. Theodore. caught 
my hand, and in a tremulous accent 
entreated we would retire behind ſome 
buſhes that lay ſomewhat to the left, 
till the ſuppoſed enemy were . paſſed, 

for we could not diſtinguiſh of hat 

nation they were. Unable to anſwer, 
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protector to the ſpot he had pointed 
out; but our caution was of no effect. 
We were diſcovered by the foremoſt 
of the ſoldiers, three of whom diſ- 
mounted to ſeize * nn. 


a dagger, CE pas w— 
der of him who firſt laid hands upon 


how many are due to the fate of ſo no- 


ble,. ſo valiant, fo unfortunate, 5: "uh 


How many have I ſince ſhed, 
dollecting che enn 


It was indeed a laſt look, for, before 


he could diſengage the weapon, he 
was transfixed by a ſpear hurled at him 
from a chariot, and could only en- 
. eee Gunildat” before 


* 
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bee was trod to dench by the fiery bor- 


Rouſed almoſt to madneſs, I ſelt the 
fierceneſs of my diſpoſition overpower - 
the cold ſuggeſtions of prudence, and 
in a frantic tone bid them complete the: 
horrid maſſacre, for in Gunilda they 
would find a victim worthy their dia - 
_ bolical rage. The murderer of The- 
© odore leaped from his chariot, and 
came round to the ſpot on which 1 
expeRting the fatal blow, for the na- 

tural dread of death is not to be totally | 

overcome by circumſtances or ſitua- 
tions, however ſhocking. The frantic 
emotions of - deſpair may ſtop for a 
moment the ſluices of that pity which, 
in a review of our calamities, gene- 

/ 


rally 


— ——— 


| 
| 
| 


: 
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rally flow, for ourſelves; yet -the 


ſtroke a mortified or indignant ſpirit 
may court appears not the leſs terrible 


when ready to fall upon the creature 


who tempts it, much leſs can it be di- 
veſted of its horrors when attended by 


the pomp. of war. I ſpeak. as a fe- 
male, for doubtleſs the ſoldier; ſur- 
| rounded by death in various forms, has 


neither time or power far reflection. 
Elgarva ſhrieked for her miſtreſs, juſt | 


| linking under the death-dealing weapon. 6 
4 Spare,” ſhe cried, © my royal lady; 


ſpare. the ſiſter of the mighty Sweyn.” 


The ſiſter of Denmark's king !” 
exclaimed a voice that rouſed every 


torpid ſenſe, petrified as they were 


with the expectation of inevitable 
death. Ah!“ continued the faſci- 
; * ſpeaker, te it is Gunilda, — my 


Wife 1 
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wiſe!” O madam; in the deſtroyer 
of the ancient Theodore I beheld 
Raulin, the huſband whom 1 had for 
ever given up; he for whom a gene- 
ocean; —he who, in return for ſervices 
moſt efſential; | had unknowingly be- 
| ſtowed the reward of a bloody death. 
What a period was this for a diſoovery 
ſo tender, when every feeling had been 
condenſed into one dreadful hope, that 

of beſtowing the rites of burial upon 
the mortal ruins of a loſt n 
ee ae . 
him- e N — pg Ges 

| ſenſations Love, anger, pity, ſor- 


row, joy, all united their effects to be- 
wilder a wild and weary brain, to 


3 ; 
»4 4x 4+ |<. 


4 


166 DANISH MASSACRE. | 


ne eee, 


. eee of 1 
| whoſe attention was attracted by the 
1 | ſfeene before him gave a. freſh turn to 
m ideas ; and, in anſwer no his moſt 
reſpectful enquimes, relating to my 
_ fad ſituation, 1 was enabled to ex- 
plain, though in faint and Jow ac- 
place ſo imimical to my character. 
The ranger (whom I preſently; un- 
derſtood to be n huſband's: priſoner, 
but whoſe character had irripreſſed his 
conqueror with a veneratiom equal to that 
be would have ſhewn even to Ethelred _ 
and who bore only the name bf captive, 
bor ſuch was Guideriie's dignity, a2 
. do Fooctly | attempered with 
5 | | graceful 


x 
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ble to regulate his treat "Up 8 
cold and ſettled rules of prudence) 
warmly urged the neceſſity of me. 
ing me to a place of G., L looked 
upon Theodore's diſhonored coarſe, 
—then met humid and deg 
Hears of mn to ein heed 
the higheſt obligations, eee ö 
W 3 
| YE 
wy The che. of = „ ee 
with :thoſe fears natural ws” decke 4 
ate. * bad found my huſband, - 
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found him poſſeſſed of power and au- 
thority ſufficient to ſhield me from dan- 


Ser, 4 and cheerfully ned to > Nit 


upon a riſing ground about two miles 
from us. I - threw a mournful look 


upon the ſoldiers employed in the haſty . 
and unceremonious interment of my 


ancient condutor, dropped a tear, and 


then, offering my hand to Raulin, we 


began our march through a. dark and 
pathleſs wood, and ſoon gained an 
imperfe& view of choſe fires kindled 


for ſignals to ſuch ſtragglers who might 


have wandered in ſearch of plunder be- 
yond their knowledge, as well as to 
afford warmth to thoſe advanced cen- 
 tinels placed near the edge of the lines, 


and which a violent ſtorm of rain ren- 


dered- ka litle effect. It was with 


E 


— 

ſo 1 
4 — 

„ * 8 %. 1 

1 8 8 1 me * 

SS > ©-£ . 1 . / - 
wo, 
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ſome difficulty we reached my huſ- 


band's tent,where every accommodation 
was profuſely adminiſtered to - refreſh 


our weary limbs, and remove the ex- 


ceſſive fatigue both mind and body had 


endured, as well as to reſtore and fa- 


tisfy thoſe appetites our foreboding 
hearts had nearly yes. | 5 


Three days of tage had no 
paſſed, ſoft and light as the autumnal 
down when gently circulated by the 
undulating breeze; for, though a camp 
formed by heathens may e an 
idea of tumultuous confuſion, (where 
he was conſidered as che greatelt hero 
whoſe ferocious attacks had ſecured 
to himſelf the largeſt ſhare of honor, 
though the maſſacre of helplck in- 
has diſtracted matrons, or feeble age, 

| 4 - © ade! 


— 


— 
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made up the ſum of his barbarous ex- 

| ploits) yet, under ſuch a general as 

Raulin, order, decency, and regularity 

= #8 maintained a ſtrict ſway ; and, while 
he gave proper encouragement. to the 
_ vuly valiant, all unneceſſary acts of 
eruelty were puniſhed with exemplary 


_ - 
To * 


i exactneſs. Here then I could, —nay, 
| did enjoy peace, the more valuable as 
| it aroſe from the very boſom of de- 
| ſpair; nor was it interrupted but by 
1 the maternal remembrance of my love- 
| ly abſent children, till che fourth 


=. 5 morning, when, from che door of our 
rent I perceived an unuſual commo- 
don among our troops, while ſome 
6: ere ſtriking their tents, others load- 
* ., ing themſelves with baggage, and ſome 


ing with a velocity that indicated the 
3 moſt alarming danger: It was a bright 
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paſtes wack had not been tom up for 


: the purpoſe of making a military road; 
or to level the ground about the en- 


campment, and the atmoſphere was 
ſo refined as to admit of a VEE. 


a L i 


proſpect, 


FRET without being able to 
affixa real cauſe, I kept an apprehen- 
five eye upon the ſpot from whence - 
gueſſed aroſe the ſubject of this turmilt. 


It was A rapid deſcent, cloathed on 
| each ſide with vaſt and lofty trees, that 


 over-hung a rugged rock, rl 


which was cut a narrow er | 


file, where only two could paſs at 
once; conſequently it was but lightly 


guarded, from the'idea that no miſe | 
chief could poſſibly | - originate in 4 


ſpot communicating with unfrequented - 
vor. 1. G . mountain. 
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mountains, behind which lay an ab- 
rupt ſhore, edged with enormous rocks, 
whoſe baſes were waſhed by the Iriſh 
ſea. Added to my increaſing fears | 
was my huſband's abſence, who had 
marched that moment, in conſequence 
of ſome intelligence he had gained 
from a ſpy, to reconnoitre the enemy's 
' motions, and I doubted not but he had 
been betrayed by falſe pretences to 
quit the army, chat he might fall an 
eaſy prey to the Britons, who could 
only hope by artful fineſſę to conquer 
a ſpirit that defied death iſelf in the 
open field. Alas! too fatally certain 
were my ſuſpicions, for from the very 
quarter! had watched aroſe the danger 
I foreboded. The ſpy, who pretended 
a zealous attachment to the Danes, and 
the moſt inveterate hatred to your royal 


, 
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parent, had ſtudied his part with the 
moſt conſummate cunniyg, too deep, 
Elfrida, for the undeſigning Raulin to 
undermine ; and by an artifice worthy 
only of the execrable head that planned 


ml a ſcheme was formed to deprive the 


| nobleſt of his ſex of peace, of glory, 
of freedoin, and his -wretched conſort | 
of a ole huſband. 


Ro cc 8 you _ already that. | 
Mercia s duke is the ſubject of my in- 
dignation. Les, madam, to him 1 


owed the captivity of my prote dor. TREE 


It was the firſt ill office he could do an 
unfortunate couple, — — the firſt of thoſe * 
numberleſs crimes committed againſt | 
one who had no otherwiſe injured him 
than the rules of honourable war might 
Warrant. Unconſcious of. any ſiniſter 5 


7 


G2 deſign, _ 


124 Danisn MAS SA CAE. 
deſign, the general admitted the treach- 
erous tool of a pernicious villain, upon 
his firſt application, to his immediate 
confidence, and, with a boſom glowing 
with the hope of rendering his king an 
eſſential ſervice, followed the wretch 
to an ambuſcade within the before- 
mentioned wood, attended by only two 
ſoldiers, where he was ſurrounded by 

1 -A party of Britons in a ſituation that 

i mae all reſiſtance vain. Oh } how 

| did my ardent foul breathe forth vows 

RE and vague wiſhes for the appearance of 

" him who never for a long and diſtnal 

period bleſſed theſe ſorrowing eyes; = 

how eagerly did I hope his ſuperior 
courage and ſkill mightbe ſucceſsfully 
employed in eſcaping his ferocious 
enemies; but, while forming delu- 


five 12 852 and indulging g wiſhes equally 
0 EE. fruitleſs, 
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| fruitleſs, I perceived that fide of the 
woody, declivity covered. with. Britiſh 

troops, emerging by enchantment, as it 
| were, from the inmoſt gloom of the 
| foreſt. Which way to go I: knew 
not in an exigence ſo horrible. De- 
prived of their leader, and unaſfiſted by 
thoſe who cowardly fled, the braveſt 
Danes were e 


| „Gulden, IR malt of a con- 
fuſion. terrible enough to induce a tem- 
porary madneſs, flew to me, and ſwore 

by his Chriſtian God to protect the 
Viſe of his friend. Faint, ſick, and 
ſcarcely e of the, ditractian 43 
him my huſband; and it was then 1 
learned the full extent of Edrie's treach- 
ery. + Your. huſband is betrayed, 
0 3 lady,” 
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lady,” faid Guiderius. e Your coun- 
trymens lives will ſoon be offered 
a ſacrifice to their implacable enemy. 
Vonder army approaches with the i in- 
tention of exterminating the very name 
of yon flying victims. Raulin is cap- 
tured, but Edrie dares nat gratify his 
malice by a premature death, but in- 
| tends ſending the noble general to E- 
thelred.” This intelligence recalled 
my fleeting ſenſes. — Raulin before E- 
thelred, at liberty to plead-his cauſe 1 
—Oh, what ſanguine hopes | ſprung 
from this conſideration ! — Guiderius 
could poſſibly convey me to the Britiſh 
throne :=-I had heard much of Ethel- 
red. The cruelty imputable to that 
prince originated with' his inftrument 
only. On ' Edrie the ſtain of lawleſs 
| oppreſſion fell moſt heavy. It was not 
. 1 
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the infli&tion of ing, but a tyrant 
in office, who, by a ſtrain of lawleſs 
power, became both judge and exe- 5 
cutioner. Much then it imported that 
I might ſafely reach the metropolis, | 
where the royal Briton held his court, 
and much did I depend upon that 

gentleneſs which I ſuppoſed could not 

reſiſt the pleadings of a Uiſtreſſed ma- 
tron. Thus, while haſtening from the 
routed camp, were my thoughts em- 
ployed ; and, though ſurrounded by 
every object calculated to agonize the 
feelings of a woman, J felt an ines 
by the fervor of connubial affeQion: | 
It was near noon before we could dare 
to ſlacken a pace which terror had 
kept up; but, upon entering a lane 
ſheltered by, thick hedges, and far from 


l 


i 
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the military road on which the Britons 
were continually marching, we ventured 
to ſtop, a large ſpreading oak offering its 
branches to canopy the heads of two 
helpleſs wanderers, while our generous 
friend leſt us to explore a diſtant cot- 
tage, in the hope at leaſt of procuring 
ſome milk and bread. 

My poor Elgarva, timid by na- 
ture, with no object in view but her 
deliverance from the dangers that ſur- 
rounded us, dreaded the arrival of the | 
Britons in every trifling noiſe, and 
anxiouſly - entreated I would ſhape my 
courſe to the ſea-ſide, where chance 
| might offer ſome conveyance to carry 
her to Denmark. Alas, I as well as 
Elgarva had ftrong and tender incite- 
ments to leave this unpropitious iſle. - 
„ 125 The 


_ 
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The idea of my helpleſs children ruſh- 
ed at this awful moment upon my re- 
| membrance, and I felt my inclinations 
ſuſpended as it were between the con⸗ 
nubial and maternal ties. The ſtill- 
neſs of our preſent . ſituation, the ſo- 
 litude, of a ſtrange encloſed country, 
gave additional force to theſe painful 
Guiderius in the practice of the deep- = 
eſt dejection. I was ſomewhat alarmed 
at his approach, for he was not alone: 
but I foon diſcovered in the counte- 
nance” of his companion { much 
* humanity, ſimplicity, and kind curio—-— 
ſity, that my fears preſently gave wax 
to a confidential expectation of finding 
in this woman the relief neceſſity. made 
ſo deſirable. She accoſted us ina plea- 
ing and modeſt manner. Our conductor 
9 * | 
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explained her defire of accommoda- 
ting us with a plain and homely re- 
paſt. We followed her ſilentiy and 
thankfully. Upon our entrance, 1 
was immediately ſupplied with a pair | 
of ſandals, my own having given way . 
to the ſharp ſtones which, during my 
laſt hour's travel, had cut my feet ſo 
as to occaſion the moſt exquiſite an- 
guiſh. - Guiderius now propoſed to 
Ic return, if he could with ſafety, for 
ſome certain intelligence reſpecting 
the army. It was with much reluc- 
tance 1 parted with him, though he 
expreſoly engaged to be back by the 
next morning, by which time he 
thought we might be N * 
e on Jus: N eite fis 


— 
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. « The good woman now produced 

her plain and ſimple hoard : it con- 
ſiſted of cream, - apples, bread, and 
cyder, with nuts, and ſeveral ſorts of 
the lateſt autumnal fruits preſerved” in 
the freſheſt manner; not forgetting to 
preſs us in the kindeſt tone to partake | 
of what was before us, ——proving, in 
this inſtance, how little neceſſity there 
is to uſe a multitude of words when 
the heart dictates the moſt friendly ac- 
tions. Language was of no uſe; and, 
though my underſtanding could not 
comprehend her words, my heart took 
in the full meaning of what. ſhe faid, 
and the tear ſhe ſhed, while changing 
my ſandals and applying ſome ſimple 
emollients to my wounded feet, was a 
balm to my corroded feelings. Ob- 
ſerving we ſhuddered from the extre- 


G6 w 
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| mity of the - cold, ſhe loaded her 
heath with foel, and in the warm and 
tefreſhing blaze 1 read the liberality of 
her bounteous ſoul, while the ready- 
and reſpectful attention ſhe ſhewed 
proved ſhe was not ignorant of the 
quality of her gueſts. But ah! am- 
bition had loſt its conſequence with me. 
Diſtreſs, and the evils I had combated 
- with, and which now ſtood in black 
perſpective before me, ſtifled, if they 
had not totally deſtroyed, the turbu- 
lent paſſion | 
| Fatigue and recolledted ſorrow now 
interrupted the unhappy lady's narra- 
tive, while Elfrida's gentleſt ſym- 
pathy, a tribute conſtantly paid by de- 
licate ſenſibility, would not ſuffer her 
n ſo * to her- 
| ſelf 
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repoſe. Athela felt the tenderneſs of 
her behayiour, and lifted up her hands 
and eyes in ſilent thankfulneſs to the 
| God whoſe power ſhe had fo lately 
acknowledged, and whoſe goodneſs ſhe 
fo fully experienced in granting her 
the acquiſition of-ſuch à friend; and 
while the princeſs left her to, ſeek that 


information from which ſhe might, 


perhaps, adduce increaſing miſery, 
the counteſs attempted to loſe the 
remembrance of paſt afflictions in the 
ſad contemplation of thoſe before her, 
ſo true it is that we are ever alive to 
the paſt and the future, while the pre- 
ſent moment, which is all of our lives 
we can enjoy, is ſuffered to eſcape be- 
fore we can be ſenſible of its impoare- 
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| | The abbeſs, to whom Elfrida ap- 
| plied for her opinion reſpecting the 
preſent confuſion, ſullenly aſſured her 
that the protection of their enemies 
. would by no means enſure their ſafety ; 
and though, as ſhe might perceive, 
they were yet ſafe from the ravages of 
a4 Pagan foe, it could not be ſuppoſed 
they would long enjoy the tranquillity 
ol peace, while even their ſacred. roof 
ſheltered one, to reſcue whom the ut- 
moſt force would be employed; and 
though Morcar, for what reaſon ſhe 
knew not, had promiſed to preſerve 
the moſt active of their perſecutors, 
yet the noble duke, under whoſe au- 
ſpices they enjoyed ſuch unmoleſted 
8 een would no longer countenance 
their miſapplied tenderneſs to ſavage in- 
vaders. Elfrida ſhuddered at this re- 
E 1 preſentation... 


1 
DANISH MASSACRE, 135 


preſentation. The hame of Mercia 
carried foreboding miſchief in the 
ſound, and ſhe trembled to think A- 
thela was indebted to one of his ſervile 
dependants for a precarious ' aſylum. _ - 
She left the irritated ſuperior, and once 
more viſited the battlement to ſatisfy 
herſelf that the horrors of war no 
longer threatened them with an imme- 
diate deſtruction. The ſtillneſs of all 
| brightneſs of the. fun, darting its rays | 
upon the ivy which crept between 
the looſe ſtones and Mun itſelf in 
to che chaſms deſerted by the moul- 
dering cement, impreſſed her mind 
with ideas of a more lively turn; and 


ſne· began to conceive it poſlible that 


the lot of her revered Athela. She 
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could not help deeply reflecting upon 
thoſe ' misfortunes which owed their 
birth. to the dignity, which in the am- 
bitious boſom formed ſuch an. eſſen · 
tial part of its hopes and wiſhes, and 
ſilently decided with ſelf complacency 
on the life herſelf had choſen, which, 
though it ſtruck at the root of the 
- moſt exalted expectations, left à re- 
Poſe upon the mind too defirable in her 
eſtimation to be exchanged for the 
poſſeſſion of wordly grandeur or the 
claims of princely power. Thus at 
peace with herſelf, and a foul undiſtur- 
bed by the idea of any future ill, ſhe 
_ quitted the pleaſing ſcene around her 
for an employ not lefs ſuited to her 
benevolence, — chat of rendering every 
confoltionto the lovely cm. 


* 
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In her paſſage along a broken ter- 


race, which covered the fragments of 


fovetal ide arches that were ſupported 


againſt the fide of the building, ſhe : 


was induced, by a ſudden noiſe below, 


to venture to the edge of the kerb- 


ſtones, when, looking downwards, -the 
beheld, attended by ſeveral armed ſer- 


vants, the duke of Mercia. His hel- 


met was bruiſed, the feathers that had 


adorned it were partly torn away, and = 
the reſt hung in wild diſorder over his | 


forehead. His armour, deeply in- 
dented with various cuts, and disfigu- 
red with blood and duſt, preſented an 


appearance which put to flight all the * 


tranquil ſenſations of Elfrida's peace- 
ful boſom. An involuntary exclama- 


tion. expoſed: her to the duke, | He 


It 


caſt . to the n ſhe ſtood. G 
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Tr was enough. She left the place 
agitated with a thouſand fears, and 
haſtened to the hall, in hope of reach- 
ing Athela's apartment, which lay on 
the other ſide of the building, before 
the duke could enter; but the abbeſs, 
who was hurrying out to meet him, 
took her hand, and endeavoured to 
lead her that way. Gaſping almoſt 
for breath at the reflection of Athe- 
las danger, ſhould her reſidence be 
made known, Elfrida entreated the 
ſuperior to conceal the unfortunate 
Dane from her bittereſt enemy; but to 
this petition ſhe turned a cold and in- 
attentive ear, © ſaid her duty to her 
lord demanded the utmoſt exertion of 
her power to oblige him; that ſhe 
could not anſwer it to herſelf, nor was 
ſme competent to the practice of a hy- 

pPosriſy 
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pocriſy ſo culpable as to ſupport or 
protect a woman for whoſe ſake all 
Britain might ſuffer : but one thing the 
would venture to promiſe, if the prin- 
ceſs, who had interrupted her with 
the moſt affecting entreaties for her 
ſecreſy, would receive the duke with 
che tender compaſſion his ſituation 
——— ſhe would e for 
him neee ſo important. 
Tender oompaſſion — what myſtical 
ſhe ſtipulated for reverence, humility, 
or obedience to the haughty. claims of 
pride, they might, for the ſake of the 
illuſtrious ſufferer, haye been granted. 
nor would ſhe have refuſed an actual 
acknowledgment of his power to have 
obtained his favor for her friend; but 

$ = x ta 


3 eee | 

oi e e tenderneſs n could 

e rute whole ſoul militated 

NN viour ſo inimical to the 
requeſt nen 

| 1 4 wy 


ly ack forthe cb ed en 
fir o her vantage of her confu af 
2 was known e ſion, 
brenn n mg the prince. _ 

pleaſe. The x. are. to do 0 
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the conflict of thoſe: various paſſions 
ſhould diſcover the ſecret ſhe ſuppo- 
ſed the abbeſs would Hon en 
ce. POLTSOR. et een enen nene 

Esarie, With a condeſcenſion that fat 
awkwardly upon him, felicitated her 
upon their eſcape from the Danes, who 
had invaded his palace, and carried off 
the hoſtages, whom he yet hoped to 
recover, aſſuring her that they had 
already gained a glorious victory over 
them, and he doubted not before the 
left to tell che diftatrous fate of their 
compamons. You are,“ added he, 
"OY ſubje&t of parental fear to the king. 
| He {ends by me to prepare your re- 

turn to court. Scenes, ſuch as war 
preſents, may de ſuppoſed to come ſo 
near as to wound your gentleneſs. He 

2 5, therefore 
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| therefore has provided a lonely and. far 
_ - cred, retreat, where your purity will 
not be ſullied by groſs recapitulations 
of Daniſh exceſſes, nor your foftneſs 
hurt by a view of that neceſſary ſe- 
verity a hardened. enemy deſerves.” 

The filence which ſucceeded intelli- 
gence ſo unwelcome to Elfrida, was 

not likely to be broken by the abbeſs, 
- who in that lady's abſence, law all thoſe | 
ambitious hopes her preſence. ] had ſup- 
ported {ink in irretrievable obſcurity, 
vor could ſhe venture to expreſs her 
diſapprobation of Ethelred's. Intention, 
communicated as it-was by an arbitrary 
deſpot. Her uſual cunning Was ina- 

dequate to the power of warding off 

a blow ſo unexpected, and ſhe, be- 
trayed a confuſed perplexity in her 
manner which nothing but the reſpect 
8 | . the 
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ſhe was ſuppoſed to owe the princeſs 
could-poſlibly account for. To diſ- | 
cloſe the important ſecret of Athela's 
retreat promiſed no help to the cauſe | 
of her trouble, as Elfrida's perfect de- 
teſtation muit follow an act ſo atro- 
cious, and ſhe would undoubtedly ac- 
cede to a requeſt which included her 
ſpeedy departure from St. Frideſwald. 
Unable then at the moment to offer 
ſuch reaſons againſt the king's com- 
mand as ſhould be even in his and the 
duke's eſtimation concluſive, ſhe wait- 
ed in anxious ſuſpenſe the 'anfwer of 
her royal boarder, who found, A. thou- 
ſand objections ariſe in her perturbed 
mind againſt a ſcheme that muſt to- 
tally overthrow thoſe ſne had formed 
for the ſafe eſtabliſhment of her friend, 
whoſe danger was too evident if left 
IR Vith 
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with the abbeſs, and to ſecure whom 
againſt Streou's power would be ab- 
ſotutely impoſſible ; nor could ſhe bear 
to put herſelf under the protection of 


one whom ſhe already deſpiſed, whoſe 


views in reſpect to herſelf were clearly 
unequivocal, and his influence over 


fmalleſt hope of oppoſing; his wiſhes, 


though the happineſs. of a beloved 


* 


daughter was ſure to be a ſacrifice: to 


ä 


3 


The duke, amazed at à reception 
- 


Jo inimical to the claims his proud 
heart demanded, could attend no 
longer with patience a deciſion he 


plainly perceived when made would 


not accord with his intentions, and 


| abruptly left the room to the two la- 
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dies, Elfrida burſt into tears. The 


beg hun with joy her cake t 
to wait de Ilie ef de aid vir 
follow the duke when Elfrida cue; 


* — 


more ſupplicated her not to diſcover tie 

noble Dane. Policy induced che u. 
ſhe inwardly rejoiced at ee * 1 
r as gr —— __- 


ble, who, when Algitha- was denn. 
ed, appealed to the holy virgin for © 
and vowing a pilgrimage to 4 H! 
— * to ber among j. 
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wild hills of Cambria, if : ſhe would 
exert that power in her favour ſo rea- 
gily aſcribed to her hy the innocent 
enthuſiaſt, | and then with a beating 
chez apartment of her devoted friend, 
who was ignorant of the arrival of her 
implacable'foe; and riſing from the 
couch on which ſhe had vainly ſtrove 
fully received the apprehenſive lady, 


p 


" playful, nee 1 Alert 
nie ones ſhould reach the only gelen 


Ae aid the counteſs, with a 
ang my fad. ſtory: to your gentleneſs. 
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You tremble, madam. I feel the im- 
Pfropriety of a conduct the more re. 
prehenſible as it . exhibits à ſelfiſhiie 
not to be excuſed, though, alas, too 
common in a world that judges with 
blameable partiality where its own miſ- 
Fortunes take the lead to the exten- 
fion of a recapitulatib of woes per- 
haps ſuperior to thoſe it aims to im- 
print on the feeling heart. Let me 
then bury in obliviotr the concluſion 
of a ule that can ſcafvely beat Even 
the vatiety of miſery.” -- Not 16, 
lady. My impatience to hear your 
vaſt afflition is ſorely as blaikeable as 
the ' faticied {elfiſlinieſs' you ei of. 


Procttd then. We hive'yer anhout's 


Eiſufe, The declining fan a o- 
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Juſt proportion, our time, and by the 
ni ſhadow of vonder ruin de- 
tached from this building, 1 gueſs 
you have opportunity, ere the bell be- 
Sins, an e ground ny * 
e en 


Hi The princef thuddered as ſhe con- 
ſhall riſe before vengeance ſtrikes its 
iron fang into that noble boſom? 
pra eee playful innocents 
may ſuffer the - fate of their, guilty 

reg Alas, their tender mo- 
ther ſees not the cloud chat perhaps 
even now is burſting, and will ſhed the 
laſt. drops, of its noxious ve 
her ſacred head.” Thus did r 8 
Fe the en evils of a fate 

litle 
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little leſs chan a” miracle cbud alter, 
while the counteſs, ignorant of the a= 
gonizing fears of her auditor, applied 


herſelf to the F of en 
her narrative. sn W 


40 Mints creatute, who, wich 
the compaſſion of an angel, had fo li- 
berally tendered her little all to re- 
move our wants, now pointed to 4 
homely couch in the corner of the 
room, and then, with a countenance 
beaming with the benevolent conſeioũſ- 
nefs of having rendered an 'eſencial 
ſervice to helpleſs. diſtreſs, fat dbwn to 
her wheel, and in the dialect of her 
country chaunted in a low tone ſome 
ſtanzas of a ſong with tolerable ſweet. 
neſs, '' Algarva gladly took poſſeſſion 
" the humble bed, and ſoon gave 


e H 3 way 
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wa to, the effects of bodily fatigue, 
while her unhappy miſtreſs, though 
equally wearied, experienced the im- 
poſſibility of enjoying that repoſe her $ 
mental ſufferings denied. How did k 
wiſh to ſhake off the trammels of 
greatneſs. ! How gladly would J have 
given up all claim to dignity and title 
for the ſituation our hoſpitable landlady 
ſo worthily and uſefully, filled up | 
Alas, if 1 booked with an eye of en- 
vy, upon a. harmleſs woman, might 
not che pangs of my ſoul plead excuſe 
| for the garrow paſion.? . Was not the. 
| in, poſſeſſion of every valuable I way | 
in danger of loſing? Surrounded by 

ſeveral ſprightly children, bleſſed with 
hardy health and unconteſted liberty 
moſt likely waiting too in, chearful ex- 
— ai GIA nit 5 
leaſt 


— 
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leaſt if I might judge from her: fiea 
quently lifting up they wooden lach: 
ſtanding ſome minutes avthe:ddory/and 
chen returning with a tender dejectioni 
in her looks, which the innocent ac- 
tions of her infants would readily re- 
move, and the gaiety 'of her counte- 
nance immediately return,-no' fear of 
hoſtile depredation, - for.- waſting war 
had already paſſed her cottage; '/ too 
lowly to invite the lawleſs fpoiler, who 
had not yet practiſed the wanton exer- 
tion of their dreadful power upon hap- 
pines ſo humble. * Alas? how incomi- 
parably charming is her lot)“ E ſoftly 
cried, - © to that Which! fillx my heart 
with pain, my eyes with tears. If ſhe 
never felt the fupreme gratificatioh of 
refined affection, neither has! ſue ex- 
pełienced the bitter reverſe;-Ifherpant- 

73701 | H 4 7 ED Aw. 
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| nerglitters not in the ſunſhine of royaley, £ 
neither is he by his exaltation expoſed 
to the horrible tempeſt of war, am- 
dition, or revenge. The ſtorm that 
tears its boaſted honors from the up- 
lied head of haughey proſperity ſings 
in the wind, but flies over his little hut 
harmleſs, and ſcorus a prey fo feeble. 
The deluge chat deſtroys every tint of- 
beauty in the gaudy tulip does but re- 
freſh. the hardy plant.” Thus haſtily 
did I conclude, becauſe theſe poor cot- 
ſtruction which ſooner or later is, the 
common. conſequence. where ruinous 
war has pitched its hoſtile tents. * 


; © Theſe mournful cogitations v. 
interrupted by a. joyful eee 
a children, » while the mother, 

„ ; rouled 
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| rouſed by a well-known. footſtep, ran | 
to the door, and gladly received her 
ing the little couch occupied dy ſtran- 
gers, and faid ſomething” with evident 
 eigernefs/to his wife. She ſhook her 
head, and readily gave him ſuch in- 
formation as converted his look of fuſe 
picion into the deepeſt reſpect. 1 
aroſe from the pallet, and was placed 
by the fire, which che good boſteſs re- 
pleniſhed, and prepared an humble ſup- 
but, added to every other pang, Fnow' | 
collected from the man's Joylyb excla- 
mations and tone of voice, that victory 
had [declared for: che Brie as 3 
could make out a word here and there 
fufficient to confirm my fears. Ano- 
ther object of terror too ſtruck to my 
| H 5 wounded 


* 
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leſs forſaken; us. Could | he! poſliblys 
beſtow. a thought upon two unhappy 


women who: had only him of alb man- 


kind whaſe protection could be of ſer- 
vice, and who would doubtleſs: wiſty | 
to make the moſt of that liberty. he 


bad n obtained 2 


* 


1 +; 


os dns wk ag: 


bodings, I. gently refuſed their hoſpi- 
table invitation to partake the rural 


meal, and gave myſelf up to the moſt 
horrible dejection, fitting the pale life- 


leſs image of deſpair, when the tramp- 


into action, and I could not help 3 
claiming . He comes I my deliverer, 


the benevolent Guideri | us, comes!“ 


The door was thrown open with vio- 


re . lence: 
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lence: muy poor protector ſhook! wick 
fear. A warrior advanced ſtein, fe= 
rocious, covered with bleddt. Klass 
it was not my devoted Naulin, -t aas 
not the generous friend: — it , 0 
dy, it was the bane of alb my peace. 
Can you not already gueſs thav Erie | 
Streou ſtood before me ? Ah rs, 1 
knew him not. I had neven ſeen the 
tyrant, but he announced himiſelſ. + 
4 The duke of Mercia, madam, he 
ſaid, © offers thoſe. ſervices you claim. 
ed from the . traitor, Guiderius, poſ- 
ſeſſed of more power, and it may be 
of a better will to aſſiſt you. I max 
yet be deficient. in couttly language, 
but the event ſhall' contradict ever, 
prejudice. you may. imbibe in-my- dif- 
favor; and then, turning to tde petri- 
fied ruſtics, he ſcemed to check them 

ES 2 
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for the ready aſfiſtance they had ac- 

corded; while, conſcious of their im- 

Puted guilty _ gradually en | 
out one kind friend to plead my cauſe, 
my eye caſt: towards wege egg 
7 eos * em e 


2 * * 
1 (YT? Ad N 


«You: will 0 Vell, e con- 
nn duke, © to awaken your ſer- 

_ vant, and leave a reſidence unworthy 
the ſiſter of a king.” Still 1 could | 
not ſpeak, though panting for the in- 


elligence I dreaded to hear; for had . 


he not called Guiderius a traitor, and 
was not Guiderius my protector? 
_ 4, ſte,” he added, ( you diſtruſt me; 
Vou think me am enemy to your coun- 
try. True; but I am none to your 
0 — 
3k | J 1 . ſtored 
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ſtored to your huſband? He is gone 
to London, whither if vou chooſe 1 
can conduc you. My power is 
great. Truſt then the governor of a 
king. Truſt, O Elſrida My 
huſband had truſted, too fatally truſted, 
and was deceived. | But what could I 
do, a helpleſs female, unable through 
terror and fatigue even to deprecate 
the fate I ſaw ready to overwhelm 
me; the proſpect was © dreadful; and 
but for one glimmering ray which il- 
lumined a feeble hope, I muſt have 
ſunk in utter deſpair. If Raulin was 
in London, I might again behold him 
that was the prop of a ſinking foul. 
I advanced” to the couch,” awakenee 
placing us in a chariot himſelf had oe- 
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cupied,. we quitted the ſilent refuge of 
Harmleſs poverty, in all the fad. fore 
. of future evil. 
e- eden TIES 8 ä 
even by the preſence: of their tremen- 
dous general, made ſeveral little: ex- 
curſions during a, journey which: was: 
long and painful, among the cottages: 
ſcattered: on the waſtes and heath, and 
committing the moſt unjuſtifiable de- 
predations upon ſuch of the; Danes 
whoſe appearance of property ſeemed 
to promiſe ſome advantage. Alas, 
what ſcenes were theſe for feminine 
delicacy to witneſs ! Algarva wept in- 
ceſſantly, while my burning brain de - 
poſſeſſed every faculty, and the forced 
2 of our conductor paſſed 
| _ equally 
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abort ene of tx Gere 
nne we reached 
the confines of Mercia; and with hor- 
bor not to be deſeribed, 1 entered the 
magnificent priſon yeu beheld me in. 
OY hall, ere r 
eie beser che palace of 
| my anceſtors; ' Memory again with | 
ingenious cruelty” renewed! paſt ſorrows, 
quickened preſent woes, and opened a 
| adviewoftroublesinperſpeRtive, while, 
with a well aſſumed ſoftneſs; tlie duke 5 
congratulated me upon my ſafe arrival. 
In anfiver-to his profeſſions of render- 
ing me the moſt' effential ſervices,” I 
cConjured him to bring me to my huf- 
band,. — 4 that- done, my lord, I ſhall 
2 | tber 
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then credit your laviſh vows of friend-- 
ſhip.” He pauſed, looked perplexed, 
e and confuſed, as though 
loth to communicate intelligence of 
 difagreeable import. I ſhuddered, and 
fixed an eye of anxious expectation on 
his = pi en, What ar- | 
row, I exclaimed, <have you yet in 
enen eee eee Say, am 1 
to be a priſoner for. life in this glogmy. 
blood the tribute too often. exacted by 
barbarous tyranny from. cxalted me- 
rit, and is his wretched;widow doomed 
to drag the chain of a tedious exiſ- 
feel one pang allayed. by the preſence 
ol ber lovely offspring?” He ſtopped 
me,“ Ah, 43 madam, thoſe- children, 
ſo laudably dear to you, — ſuppoſe,” 
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and he heſitated, * ſuppoſe you ſhould 
ſee them no more : — ſuppoſe through 
my means you ſhould ſee them again. 
— Oh, how this myſterious addreſs 
_ racked my foul! I could not utter 
the agonizing fears that ſhook my bo- 
ſom. The artful monſter ſaw and en- 
Joyed my diſtreſs. He vent on 
« Perhaps thoſe unprotected defence- 
leſs little ones are,. ſay perhaps—” 
« Ah! what means this conduct? I 
cried. . What of my children? Who 
ſays they are  defenceleſs?”” who ſays: 
| they are in danger? Are they not un- 
der the immediate eye of their uncle ? 
Would he admit a poflibility of their 
being ill treated ? The duke looked 
incredulous. Have you, madam,” 
he ſaid, © any cogent reaſon for truſting 
your brother with -Raulin's deſcen- 


Fat © RY | dants. 
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dunts. Report ſays he has not for- 
given the fancied degradation of his 
royal houfe in the choice you made of 
a huſband. Be adviſed : ſend for your 
children. Here they will befafe. Un- 
der a mother's watchiul eye, what can 
harm them? Do you not wiſh to ſee 
them well and happy? Does not your 
heart linger oh the precious hope of 
again embracing them ? Would not 
your happineſs be rendered complete 
by the preſence of their beloved pa- 
rent ? Fancy for a moment you ſee 
bim ſurrounded by your beloved in- 
fants : liſten to che rapturous expreſ- 
Gon of love and paternal. tenderneſs; 
Is if in my power, lady, to realize 
N ſcenes the very mention of which il- 
| humines your countenance with rap- 
| turous delight.” — ( Send for thera 2 
per] Ob 
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Oh what a charming permiſſion! Yes, 
gracious. duke, 1 will immediately, a- 
vail myſelf of your bounteous indul- 
gence. Here then, be cried, ( ſign 
the condition of reſigning your little 
ones to the protection of our court, 
engages to ceaſe hoſtilities againſt your 
country; but, on the contrary; if you 
refuſe, che conſequenoæ will be utter 
deſtruttion to every Dane who. hall 
ever alter be found. upon this iIlegde 
I tremblingly exclaimed. What 
then, Ns ae dar 
3d abi parents, Ta ey too late 
lament. the: ad, credulity hich proci- 
pitates them into ruin. Vain-faok 
iſh, woman,” ſaid Edrie, wich a from 


ing brow, ©. know. you, nat; chez ace 
gow under the moſt laviſh ſubjection? 


1 


«4 SENIOR 1 4 sse 1 - 
| heavieſt e 1 mean not do a- 

larm your maternal fears, but it be⸗ 
comes indiſpenſably neceflary to IVEY . 

you of Sweyn's implied deterrhina- 
tion; from a confeſfion' that lately 0 
caped his lips; that as, from his queen's 
being childleſs, he was deprived of the 


| hope of reigning hereafter in the per- 


fon of his own offipring, he would 
ſtick at nothing to prevent the ſceptre 
hands of his enemy, for ſuch he ſhould 
ever conſider the man who had baſely 
nne menen 2 4 


= grownes ak interruption to this 
ſhocking intelligence. Spare me, my 
lord,“ 'I exclaimed ; . ſpare à poor 
e, e eee 
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helpleſs innocents ! — but it cannot be. 
Sveyn may reſent, but he dare not de- 
pate a race ſo hateful to this n- 
tion. Obſtinate Dane, you ſee hat 
che miſchief you are. precipitating up- 
on your family. Your huſpand, con- 
vinced. of: our ee, has "_ 
which he pn hope of li- 
berty. Once more I tender weren 
He would have ſigned it, ut conſcio 
of your brother's. diſlike, imagined. i 
would be of no effect; nor are we 
certain even your requeſt will be ac- 
ceded to, but it is worth a trial,” ,.; 
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Alas, ene moment's: confideration 


man, who was purſuing dur unforru- 


nate countrymen to the moſt complete 


deftraftion, ſibuld ſeel ſuck pity for 
n'few individuals as to promote a plan 
for their ſafety ; — a man too whoſe 
_ thplicity hid already been fo apparent. 
Why fend for thoſe babes, if he meant 


ſtore my huſband to me, and convey 
us to Denmark by ſuch means as right 
mmoſt readily occur? or, if induced by 


this ſudden touch of pity, he feared. 


to deliver us into my brother's hands, 
why not procure us a paſſage to Gal 
lia, where we might have lived · fret 
trom the dread of aſſaſſination? — but, 
Glindled by the eager deſire I felt to 
5 embrace 


theſe pretences j was c probable that 4 


to liberate their parents? Why not re- 


SOT 
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embrace my children, and overcome 
by the plaùſibility of a tale calculated 
only to impoſe upon a heart ſwelling 
With every tender affection, I caſt up 
a look to the heavens, in which I impi- 
ouſly imagined the guardian Gods of 
Denmark reigned; and, after a ſhort 
ejaculation to thoſe: . 
e ee ee 


R [have Gileb! recollefted cus 
nant triumph that fluſhed his features 
when 1 delivered back the papers, and 
with what trembling haſte he caught 
them from me, ſaying, « You: have 
done well, madam. Expect ſoon to 
ſee your huſband and children in this 
palace, where you may enjoy every 
privilege your ſtate requires, till E> 
thelred has fimiſhed the conqueſt of * 
-6] | A | 2 thoſe 


— 
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thoſe rebellious Danes who yet may 
not accede to the whole of our plan, 

5 and are ſcattered upon this iſland.” 


E He then left me, and Oh what rap- 
turous expectations did | I indulge ! 
Alive to every ſweet hope, I rambled - 
of that noble habitation, and bore with 
tolerable patience the time that muſt 
intervene before I could ſee my chil- 
dren ;- but, when the tranſporting mo- 

5 ment arrived, and I beheld 0 la- 
dy, the: ſcene becomes too painful for 
my exhauſted feelings, — it was more 

chan extacy, it was more than thought 
can imagine or pen delineate. Aſter 

© ._apprehenfions ſo. poignant, ſortow ſo 

male delicacy, after being involved in 

8899 | the 
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the horrors of war, and witneſs to the 
calamities inflicted by an undiſciplined 
army, — what muſt be my ſenſations 
to ſee, to embrace a lovely family, 
from which I had been ſo long eſtran- 
ged ! Yet, yet I feel their little arms 
entwining my neck, yet do I feel their 
crimſon cheeks preſſing my happy bo- 
ſom, and yet do I remember the tear 
that trickled from the - maternal eye, 
and mixed with the infantine drops that 
n * | 


| b upon — 
recollection, I ought to pauſe for what 
have I ſince experienced, = but paſ- 
fions the moſt oppoſite to thoſe which 
then warmed my heart. How true it 
is, that the human mind, ever graſp- 
ing at diſtant objects, feels unſatisfied 

vol. 1. x? While 
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while any one remains in view to which 
it reaches. It is certain that the ac- 
quifition immediately before. us occu- 
pies every idea, nor till-that is attained | 
do we ſee thoſe numberleſs. - others 
which fill the perſpective. And thus it 
was with me. The poſſeſſion of my 
children once attained, and myſelf out 
of the reach of diſappointment, I then 
adverted to my huſband's fituation, 
and with inexpreſſible concern began 
to feel myſelf a priſoner. What 1 
at firſt conceived to be a mark of re- 
ſpe&, I too ſoon found-was grounded 
on:a ſuſpicion I might. wiſh to eſcape, 
and the numerous attendants who fol- 
lowed us every where were in fact . 
other than dur ae, 


. 


* 
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Now then ſorrow and ſuſpicion 
pervaded my ſoul. I enquired for the 

duke. He was abſent. I then en- 
- deavoured to ſound thoſe who were 
more immediately about me reſpecting 
my huſband's fate. They pleaded ig- 
norance, and in the cruelleſt uncer- 
tainty I continued till the enſuing au- 
tumn, knowing nothing which occurred 
beyqnd the palace gates. The whole 5 1 
world ſeemed ſhut out. One ſame 
round of amuſements and employ- | 
| ments marked. each revolving day, 
but diverted not my mind from = 
contemplation of preſent [captivity and 
future woes, for too late I lamented 
- the ſanction given to my children's - . 
impriſonment, as it now occurred to ; 
my affrighted imagination they were © 
2 berrayed thr for the purpoſe of ln. Tea 
1% dens, 
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x dering Reon, s vengeance more com- 
pleat. | 


"af : * 
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Thus deſponding, foreboding, and 


| pierced 1 with unavailing regret, I paſſed 
v2 the ſutnmer, and ſaw the approaching 


autumn without once beholding or 


hearing from my treacherous goaler. 
It was now the middle of October. 
The limes and poplars preſented only 
naked branches, though the majeſtic 
oaks retained their verdure. The days 
were ſhort, but ſerenely pleaſing, and 
the ſky, often without a cloud, was 


tinged with a lovely blue. It was © 
upon one of thoſe temperately cheer- 
ful days I wandered to a wood near 


the bottom of an eminence, a conſide- 


rable way from the palace, guarded at 


A * eee by my uſual at- 
4 | en, 


— 


* 
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e Penſive and unhappy, 1 
heeded not the hours, and had deſcen- 


ded half way down the hill, heedleſs of : | | 


any danger, though the ſervants were 


not in ſight, a circumſtance which my 
preſent ſituation made peculiarly wel- 


come; and, ſeating myſelf upon « the 


root of a tree which croſſed the path 
exactly oppoſite a large and. deep ca- 


vern, I tuned a ſmall lute that hung 


before me, and began a melancholy 
train, the tears accompanying my 


the Danes and Britons in Arthur's days, 
and was, though ancient, much valued 
upon account of her who had invented 


* 


mournful ſong.” It was compoſed by 


a noble dame, whoſe \huſband had 
fallen in one of thoſe battles between 


it. 
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"> 8 The vaſt hill before me, the ca- 
vern, the broad and deep valley be- 
neath, contributed to form an echo 
o diſtin& and fo often repeated, that 
I was charmed with the effect, and 
continued the muſic for the fake of the 
reverberation, liſtening at every pauſe to 
the ſucceſſive notes, which ſeemed to 
receive additional fweetneſs from the 
clear repetitions. A ſolemn ſilence 
enſued after the echo Tha Not a 
which almoſt covered the mouth f 
the cavern. Every ſcene of diſtreſs | 
I had endured paſſed flowly through 


my mind, and I was loſing myſelf in 


painful meditation, when a voice, ſoſt 
yet manly, took. up the laſt ſtanza 1 
had ſung, altering in ſome degree the 
ſenſe of it, and in the moſt confuſed 
5 | aſtoniſhment 
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aſtoniſhment I liftened to the following 
words: : e 5 


Again, fair dame, renew the dirge-like ſtrain, "Mp 


Ab, let thy lute and voice be heard > ak . 


1 cc 1 trembled with apprehenſion, 


terror, and delight. The . voice was 
not unknown, but I could not aſcertain 
the identity of it. I looked fearfully 
round. My guards were not in ſight, 


and I ventured in low accents to repeat 
the whole verſe. 


For ever ceaſe the dirge-like train, 55 


Nor lute nor voice be heard . 
Tes, —I will ceaſe in ſimple lays 
To ſwell the cheerful note of praife, - 
Vince gallant Claud no moe can bear 
| The ſtrain of love, or view the tear 
| Which dims his widow'd Emma s eyes, 
While ſorrow burſts in tort ring ſigha. 


| e for ever teaſe the eee 2 


Nor tuneful lute not voice be heard again. 


ä bon 
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I had ſcarcely concluded, when 1 
beheld a man habited like an harper 
deſcend into the valley from the ca- 
ern, and take a path which led to my 
ſeat. O lady, what painful throbs 
impelled my heart! Alas, I wiſhed 
more than dreaded an interview with 
'A perſon whoſe dreſs was evidently in- 


tended as a diſguiſe to his noble figure, 
| He approached with a fearful heſita - 


ing ſep, looking about as if he ſought x 


to elude the vigilance of an enemy. 


| His face was partly hid by a bandage, 

but, when he came nearer, I joyfully 
— uttered to myſelf, - «& It is Guiderius, 
| generous faithful Guiderius Alas, 


he will be taken!” and I haſtily aroſe, 5 


and, going towards him, faid, in a hur- 
tied tone, « Be gone ! You cannot 
| aſſiſt the impriſoned Gunilda. Oh be 
1 e 


=} 
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| gone ! Yonder hill covers my watch 
ful guards, and ſee they advance with 
ſpeed. Do not,“ he ſaid, com- 
mand me from you. Follow me, and 
you may eſcape.” Oh not for 
worlds !” I cried. © What, leave my 
children!” He would have caught 
me in his arms, I reſiſted the free- 


dom. Again he would have embra- = 


ced me. Was this conſiſtent with the 
delicacy of a hero? I ſtruggled. — 
« What madneſs,” ſaid he; © your 
children are ſafe,” and again he ſtrove | 
to force me down the hill. _ 
truſt me, lady. I am your true, your 
real friend.” Alas, was that a proof 
of it? Did not his conduct look more 
like the effect of ill-concealed paſſion ? 
| Surely I thought fo, or would 1 have 
ſcreamed for help. My guards ruſhed 


af Oo upon 


. 
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upon the pretended harper, but oh how 
my foul ſickened when I beheld him in 


Bo their hands. Claſping my fingers, and 


weeping, J exclaimed, . Oh! what 


have I done? I have brought ruin on 


one who would have been my deliverer. 


Infatuated woman,” faid he, <« you 


have indeed! Behold the man you 


have betrayed !” He lifted - up the 


bandage from his eyes. 1 ſhrieked 


with vehemence: I tore my hair, 


threw myſelf upon the ground, exe- 


erated the gods who could ſuffer me 


to commit an act fo atrocious, — and. 


then, riſing with a frantic air, threw” | 


. myfelf into, — ah, Madam ! —into my 


TT! arms e | 


I forgive your;ill-timeddelicacy. A- 


* 
0 


7 © hk hi 8 the Daniſh language. 
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las, Gunilda, howhave you defeated my 
brighteſt hopes! Succeſs crowned my 


attempts to eſcape a long and rigorous 


Guiderius's means, provided a veſſel 


for our eſcape, and choſe to come my- 
ſelf to reſeue you from your priſon. 
Hearing you ſing, I knew the voice, 
and reſponded to it, in hopes mine 
vould be as ſpeedily recognized by 


you, and thought it the ſafeſt method ; 


of diſcovery ; but, when 1 found you 
knew me not, I would not venus to 
make myſelf known at ſoch a dange+s 


tous juncture, nothing dotibring but 


you would be happy to fly, though 


with a ſtranger. But now,” and a tear | 


dropped from his eye upon my cheek; 
te now I have only the conſolatidn of 
knowing we ſhall ſuffer together, But 


1 8 hat 
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_ what meant my unforrunate love 
when ſhe mentioned our little ones? 
ot They at leaſt are ſafe from danger with 


your royal brother.“ Alas, I could 
not anſwer ; for how could I ſay that 


through my credulous raſhneſs they 
were equally wretched; and now our 


mournful geſtures that we were no 
ſtrangers, interfered, and conducted us 
in filent * to the es 


3 2 To deſcribe. the 3 
agonizing interview which diſtracted 
my foul, — the fad and melancholy 
meeting between my huſband and our 


ſweet babes, would only rack your 


133 gentle boſom, and protract the con- 
a : daluſion of a narrative which yet teems 


- withanvther direful event. 
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guards, who concluded from our 
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The night ſucceeding this painful | 
diſcovery brought no conſolation with | 
it, nor could I one moment loſe the 
' remembrance of my fatal miſtake.— 
_Ravlin was removed to the other wing 
of the palace, a cruel blow, againſt. 
which it was in vain to contend 3. and 
J could ſee him taken from me, in all 
the horr6r of ineffectual tears and la- 
mentations, without a poſſibility of pre- 
ſent redreſs; but how was I ſhocked, 
when, in anſwer to my requeſt once 
again to fee the ſtranger, 1 was in- 
formed i it could not be til their lord 
arrived, to whom they had ſent an ex- 
preſs the evening before. Oh ! how 
this intelligence blackened every proſ- 
pect of deliverance ! Stupified with 
exceſſive grief, I retired in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, and, unconſcious of what 
1 : | had 
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had happened, aſked repeatedly of poor 
Algarva for her. lord, and ſung the 
couplet which had proved fo fatal 
for my wandering mind, though inca- 
| pable of aſſorting thoſe ideas which 
fluctuated in my diſordered brain, yet 
, dwelt upon the preceding tranſaction 
without that keenneſs of miſery which 
a perfect recollection muſt have indu- - 
ced; and it was not till three days had 
elapſed that the powers of reflection 
were reſtored, —reſtored only to be ex- 
erciſed with more poignant forrows. 


Veet was near the evening of the 
fourth day, when, from the unuſual hur- 
ry and preparations among the ſer- 
| _vants, 1 concluded our tyrant was ar- 
rived, or near at hand; and ſoon his 
tremendous voice met my ear in his 
Wet way 


4 * 


dans H MASSACRE. 193 
way to my apartment; Though weak 
from indiſpoſition of body and mind, 
I determined to exert that native dig- 
nity which of lite had ſubſided in liſt- 


leſs inattention, and, when he entered 


with a gloomy and ferocious aſpect, I 
collected my ſpirits, and prepared to 
meet his reproaches with an undaunted 
calmneſs. He ſhrunk from my viſible 
ſuperiority, and doubtleſs felt in that 
moment how much a little mind can - 
be debaſed, though in the moſt ex- 
alted ſituation, by reflection on its own n 
vileneſs, and conſequently was abaſned 

and humiliated in the preſence of an 
offended innocent woman, equal if not 
above himſelf in birth and real great- - 
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«.] ſpoke not, but waited till the | 
rancour which worked up from his 
| guilty heart had formed itſelf into 
words, and fixed a fteady eye upon 
his perturbed countenance. Atlength, 
collecting reſolution from the ſad cer- 
tainty that we were wholly in his powW - 
er, he aſſumed his uſual confidence, 
and, coming towards me, © You have 
doũbtleſs, madam, reſolution ſuffi- 
cient to hear the iſſue of a fate which 
a diſtruſt-of him who meant to prove 
himſelf your real friend has undoubt- 
edly precipitated. The ill-timed raſh- 
neſs of your huſband in corrupting | 
that arch-deceiver Guiderius, who 
ſhall lament in bonds his enthuſiaſtic _ 
notions of friendſhip, added to your: late 
attempt to leave England with a ſtran- 
ger, has united to produce the moſt 


Pg 
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laſting reſentment i in the boſom of our 
king. You have, therefore, only one 
alternative, — to give up the name of 
him who would have | ſeduced you 

from hence, and chearfully conſent to 
remain with your children as hoſtages 
till the difference is accommodated 


between Britain and Denmark, or be 8 


ſeparated for life from thoſe children 
whoſe intereſt we think will induce you 
to ſubmit to Ethelred's commands. : 


„ O lady, how powerful are thoſe 
ligaments that attach us to the dear 
objects of maternal affection! It has 
been diſputed whether connubial love 
bears equal ſway in the human bo- 
ſom, — a queſtion I believe no one 
can truly decide, even when under the 
| | | One 
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ohe er other of thoſe precious dies. 


rapid, were my ideas while the haughty 
_ tyrant was delivering his ors or 
rather his own. cruel will! It was 

plain, by the word ranger, he knew, 
not his noble adverſary was under his 
roof, — that he had not yet beheld the 
man whoſe capture would have de- 
- Hghted his ſoul ; but he muſt ſfoondiſ- 


cover him, and then what would avail * 
my concealment but to provoke the 
monſter to deprive me of every gleam 
of comfort, As to my chearful ac- 


quieſcence to become a hoſtage with 
my little ones, I was already a priſo- 
ner. Would not then my concurrence 


procure me better terms _ more 
freedom ?— 


. « The 


* 
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« The duke, artful and deſigning; 


waited patiently the effect of theſe co- 


gitations, and heard with viſible joy 
my reſolution to continue without any 
further attempt toemancipare myſelfand - 

little ones. . Now then, madam, it only 
remains to know the name of him whoſe 
preſence” occaſioned ſuch extraordinary 
perturbation; I have not yet queſtion- 
ed him, but wait your information, as 
my domeſtics inſorm me he is ſo ex- 
tremely ſullen as even to refuſe proper 
ſuſtenance.” A ſigh burſt from my 
boſom, cold ſweats bedewed my fore= 
head. The diſcovery he urged ſeemed 
to threaten every horrid conſequence, 
and yet I could not ſuppoſe my taci- 
turnity would procure the ſmalleſt 
conſideration. ©« You do not ſpeak,” | 
he fad. „It cannot be he, after 
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ſetting your huſband free, who-is by 
this time in Denmark, haſtened over 
to the continent P'? cs 4 Why, my 
lord, do you urge me thus?” I an- 


ſwered. © Cannot your eyes identify 


the unfortunate priſoner ?” «© They 
ſhall then, madam,” faid he, i inan angry 
tone, and was retiring. “ But re- 
member, you have acceded only to 

balf of Ethelred's commands.” I 
trembled.— Ah, my lord, know you 
not my noble huſband is your cap- 
tive?” — Joy fluſhed from his eyes, 


; Why,” I continued, « was it neceſ- | 


ſary for me to pronounce his doom?” 
O the malignant ſmile that darkened 
rather than ulumined his features 1— 


cc Thanks, noble dame, for this moſt 
pleaſing intelligence; and then reſu- 
ming his uſual ſternneſs, © I have for 
a ; | | more E p 
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more than an hour been interrogating 28 


the ſaucy llave, but he was obſtinately 
ſilent. Thanks then I repeat to Gu- 
| nilda for her welcome frankneſs. - 
ce What, then,” I cried, convulſed with 
agony, you knew him not. —It can- 
not be !—Has he not been your priſo- | 
ner before? Moſt certainly. But 

the ſame obſtinacy which now denies 
the faculty of ſpeech made him then 
conceal his face from me ; for, when 
he was firſt brought before me, his 
beaver was down, and the Ingenious 
deceit we had practiſed irritated him ſo 


much, that he turned in rude ſcorn 


from me, and during my ſtay in Lon- 
don I ſaw him not; ſo that, had you 
not been thus generouſly open, I 
ſhould moſt probably have ſent him 
e 3 from 
IG whoſe 
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whoſe vigilance he might again have 
N 
I cried; * Ah, vindictive Thor, is 
it thou that actuates this inhuman 
monſter to triumph in the ſpoils of 
- His diabolical wickedneſs? Is it thou 
who miſleads a wretched woman to 
decide the fate of her injured huſband 
and his helpleſs offspring? Twice 
have they been betrayed by me, — me 
who would have borne the moſt poi- 
gnant miſery to preſerve life and free 
dom to che dearer part bf my exiſ- 
tence ; me, whoſe comfort, peace, and 
happineſs center in their glory and 
ſafety. Ah! ſweet babes, execrate 
the parent to whom you owe ſo large 
a portion of ſorrow, and join with 
your ruined father to deteſt the au- 
| thor of this complete deſtruftion.” — 
| 5 55 0 
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were uttered-in vain. No ear but that 
of infantine tenderneſs witneſſed the 


| © The duke ſtaid not to anſwer my 
over the ſorrows of affronted greatneſs. 
Towards evening he again entered the 
apartment I occupied. The rattle of 
chains along the gallery awakened me 
from the ſtupor of grief, I ſaw my 
gaoler approach. The noiſe of ſome 
one following him induced me to turn 
my eye to the door; but ho can 
judge of my feelings when I beheld | 

brows, drawn together with an expreſ- 
ſion of rage mingled with fullen deſpair, 

and the look he caſt upon me were 
| ILY | 
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indeſcribably terrible. I threw myſelf 
on my knees before him, waſted my 
torrents from my eyes, Forgive me, 
ah, dear abuſed huſband of my love! 
Unknowingly have I betrayed thee : 
unknowingly have I prepared theſe 
chains for thy warlike limbs. Oh let 
mute ſhare the ignominious load!“ — 
Alas, Elffida, my ſubmifñion was re- 
ceived with ſcorn. He flung me from 
him. Be gone, raſh infatuated wo- 
the motives for thy horrid treatment. 
Raulin in chains cannot revenge the 
diſgrace thou haſt brought upon bi- 
honor. I thought thee innockm- 1 
imagined the delicacy of thy ſex had 
induced thee to refuſe” my afliſtance 
when I would have taken thee from 


* hence. | 
* « : 4 4 A 
* * 3 - 
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| hence. 1 knew hot that an Ati 

to this enemy of our nation had blind- 
8 ed thee to a huſband's injuries. Be 

gone then, and ſuffer me to bear in | 
Peace the fetters thy cruelty has im- 
poſed.” ——A ſcalding tear wetted" lis 
cheek, as he turned indignantly from | 
Oy eee 1 


ny 
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ce Come,” ſaid the duke, «you 1 
| the cannot refute the allegation. Leave 
her then to the man who deſerves the 
facrifice ſhe has made. It remains 
for me to ſupply your loſs. O ma- 
dam, can you wonder at the conſe 
| guence of this tyrant's baſeneſs? He 
bows a ſmall dagger in his belt. Hort 
r, madneſs, hatred, love for theideo 
nd Raulin, — urged me to an dd 
vol. I. K tion 
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toon which all muſt approve who can 

= judge of che nature of my wrongs. I 
| drew it before he could poſiibly pre- 
vent me; and, ſtriking it into his ſide, 
. Take, villain,” I cried, the reward 
of your infamy, and the only proof of 

my attachment. Will you now, ray. 

* 1; huſband, credit His wretch's horrid 

' report.” Alas! my trambling hand 

* Joſt its ſtrength. The duke ſtarted 
| hack, and the dagger went aſlant, ſo as 
merely to graze the ſkin. He ſeized 

my arm. * You juſtify,” heexclaim- 

ed, © every attempt I can make-to 

lower your pride. Come, even. this 

- mock endeavour to exonerate yourſelf 

is melefs. Iam not hurt, nor did you 
intend I ſhould be ſo. I looked up- 

on my huſband. © His countenance 
Kill retained marks of incredible cre- 
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dulity and ſufpicion, and, turning to 
| Btreou, © I ſee,” he ſaid, 7 through 

her ineffectual arts. Lead me then 
where I may never again witneſs ſuch 
deep fineſſe ;” and; tearing himſelf - 
from my weak endeavours to detain 
him, he ruſhed out of the room, lea- | 
ving me overwhelmed with anguiſh, 


Pp he duke ſtaid no longer than to 
add to his crimes by an unanſwered tor- 
rent of unmanly exultation, nor from 
that hour till you firſt graced the pa- 
lace with your preſence did he appear 
before me without adding to my miſery 
by dark myſterious ſpeeches reſpecting 
the deſtination of 'my unhappy huf- 
band. My time now wore heavily a- 
way in unavailing complaints or me- 
e attention; or, when the ful! 
N * ſenſe 


— 


— 
* * 
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ſenſe of injury returned upon a diſtur- 
bed brain, I would call for the ſavage 
who had betrayed me, who. had poi- 
ſoned the mind of my hero and torn 
his boſom with anguiſh, depriving him 
even of the conſolation of knowing he 
"was beloved, to lighten the chains of 
his captivity. | | 
* „ Alas, how often have; I thought 
he was ſacrificed to the Chriſtians God, 
for 1 knew not then his attribute was 
mercy. I knew not then that no hu- 
m man victim was offered up on his holy 
altar, nor could 11 imagine that a pro- 
feſſor of a religion accounted ſo pure 
could be permitted to run a career ſa | 
dreadful, or that, if he were at all in- 
fluenced by an Almighty power, whoſe 
charadteriſtic was benevolent, he could 


1 
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be permitted to laugh at my affecting J 
remonſtrances, and turn with hardened 
| m the indignant ex- 
excited reſentment. 


For about two months after this 
addition to my woes, I was ſtrictly 

- confined, nor ſuffered, with the Know- 
ledge of thoſe who were' placed about 
me, to leave my apartments, though — + 
my imagination was eternally | on the 
rack to find the priſon of my huſband. 
Algarva, who was permitted to remain 
with me, and was not fo ſedulouſly 

watched, continually arrernpred to diſ- 
cover what I was ſo anxious to know, 
and, entering at the cloſe of day, in- 
formed me, while almoſt breathleſs \ 
with tranſport, ſhe had diſcovered 'a 
Te door, behind the hangings * 
1 K 3 the 


* 
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the antichamber, which communica- 


ted to a ſuite of rooms on the other 


fide of the palace. My heart palpi- 
tated with the hope of ſucceeding in a 
ſearch ſo conſequential, but it was im- 
_ poſſible to take a lamp to guide us, 
However, the ſtars gave ſome little 
aſſiſtance through the ſmall grated win 
dos, though the thickneſs of the walls 
through which they are cut prevented 
our receiving much help from thoſe 
luminaries. As ſoon as the guards had 
quitted the gallery, where they at- 

tended during the day, we fallied forth, 
ſtepping lightly and fearfully through 
ſeveral rooms which conducted us to 
the oppoſite wing of the building, 
where a large and heavy door ſeemed 
to prevent our farther progreſs. It 
Was faſtened on our ſide by two maſſy 


U 


| 
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bars. With much difficulty we lifted 
- up thoſe iron impediments, and they 
fell down with a hideous craſh, echo- 
| ing Gap the palace. 


— 


26 1 a 9 0 breathe through 
my exceſſive agitation, for I doubted 
not but the noiſe would alarm our 
gaolers; but, after liſtening ſome mo- 
ments, and finding all quiet, we ven- 
tured to explore a long and dark paſ- 
ſage that lay before us. After creep- 
ing a few paces in utter darkneſs, we 
found this narrow gallery turn ſhort to 
che left, and perceived at the end of 
it a glimmering light. Gathering cou- 
rage from this, we proceeded onwards 
till we found ourſelves ſtopped by an 
iron grating, which reached to the ciel- 
ing; nor could we advance any fur- 

| | K 4 ther, 
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| ther, though it- hindered not in ſome 
meaſure the gratification of my pain- 
ful curioſity; for; at the end of this 
dreary paſſage, we perceived a ſmall 
room. The door was open. The 
clanking of a heavy chain made me 
ſtart. I gazed, trembled, gaſped for 
_ utterance; and graſped Algarva's arm. 
« See you nett 1 ces * fee * 
dy, upon ſome ſtraw wWwas ee 
pale and emaciated, the gallant Rau- 
In, his face turned towards the dim 
winking lamp, a book in one hand, 
the other held over his eyes, as if to 
ſhade the weakened orbs. Was it in 
nature to ſupport this affecting ſcene 
in ſilence? I ſhrieked, called upon 
me dear captive, —execrated his venge- 
ful tyrant,—claſped the bars, —ſtruck 


3 
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my face againſt them with a violence 
that forced the blood in torrents from 
my noſe. The poor victim raiſed 

| himſelf up with apparent pain, and in 
a hollow tone aſked who it was that 
diſturbed the only moment he could 
call his own. © It is your wife,” 1 
cried .; © your faithful ſuffering Gu- 
| nilda ! She is innocent, Raulin, ſhe_ 
is guiltleſs of every fault but that of 
blind inconſiderate affection. Speak 
to me. Eight long weeks have I been 
uncertain of thy fate. He inter- 
rupted me. Why then didſt thou 
betray me? Ah! Gunilda, my life 
waſtes in lonely agony. None enters 
this dreary abode but the ſervant ap- 
pointed to bring my ſcanty proviſion. ? 
He ſhen advanced two ſteps, and ſtop- . 
ping fuddenly, I heard the cruel. 1 won 
1 . _ 
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chat held him drop. heavily upon the i 
floor, I can come no nearer,” ſaid 
he, and, taking up the chain, daſhed 

it againſt the ground again in a Parox- 
im of fury, and, r nfens 
| . 8 9 


— to madneſs. 
: My feelings were terrible. It is L— 
Raulin, it is me, who is the cauſe of 
this barbarous treatment. Lam your 
perſecutor, I am your murderer!” — 

Algarva entreated me to conſider the 
ſituation we were in. Have pa- 
tience, madam,” ſhe ſaid. « Now we 
know the way, we can come again to- 
Morrow night. Perhaps I may be a- 
ble to viſit my lord ſome time in the 
day, and there may be a poſſibility of 
| n _ means for his . 


\ 


| DANISH'MASSAORE. 203 
; I liſtened with rapture : a bleſſed hope 
lulled my agonized ſenſes. Tes, 
my love, (I cried,) Gunilda will ſtrive 
to repair the error ſhe has committed 
by ſtudying how to free you from thoſe 
galling chains © You will 


5 be more lucky than you have hitherto 


been to do that,” interrupted! a 'vGice 
that deprived me almoſt of life. Your 
plots are better laid than performed. 
Lou are too noiſy in the execution of 
them.” Alas ! it was too plain the 
falling of the bars had diſcovered us to 
the villainous duke. I caſt a moumſul 
look upon my huſband., He was in 
an actual frenzy, endeavouring with his 
teeth to tear aſunder the links which 
held him. It was but a momentary 
view I had of the ſhocking ſcene.— 
2 My guards, who attended the duke 

>. 86: _ |. _ 


band, they | replied, 1 is removed 
to London, and the duke is alſo gone 


6 


— 


bet Nene Msn 


forced me from the grate, and I could 


| 0 hear Raulin ſbrieking with vehemence, 
„Bring my wife! Gunilda, leave not 
thy impriſoned huſband. Retum, re- 


turn, and cheer me with thy pre- 
ſence 

V can add no more of this fad de- 
vereome for a long period; and, when 


I was ſo far recovered as to aſk for Al- 


garva, was informed by my nurſes ſhe 


had incurred the fate of her country- 


— 


n « Then, I cried, «ſhe is hap- 


BYe: * - Oh 22 len were ſo das 71 


thither.“ This I could not believe, 


1 


DANISH MASSACRES 205 
in which he was confined, and like- 
wiſe to examine every other apart- 
ment; ſo that I had then no doubt but 

he was ſacrificed to that monſter's un- 
Juſt inſatiable revenge. Since that ſad 
event, I was indulged with more li- 
berty than before, and could wander 


about the environs of that delightful - 
place almoſt unattended, . hs 


— 


„ My uſual employment was a re- 

petition, ęither upon my harp or lute, 

of that little ſimple ſonnet which diſ- 
covered me to my huſband ; and often 1 9 
at nightfall, regardleſs of the chilling 


- dew or cald eaſt wind, would fit for 
hours oppoſite the cavern that once 
ſheltered the poor harper. The rgom, 
too, where he was confined, was no 
longer ſhut from. my viſits ; whole 
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days have I lingered in the gloomy a- 
partment. Even a few links of the 
chain which was left behind became 
precious to my fight, becauſe I fan- 


cied he had dropped a tear upon them J * 
and, thc | "1 they had contributed to 


his miſe: , I could not but look upon 
them as ſacred relics leſt to remind me 
they once confined the noble and war- 
like limbs of my hero. Often have ] | 
been amazed at that ſtrength of con- | 
ſtitution which had not given. way to 
fuch a variety of afflictions, and, though 
| my face bears indubitable marks of the 
ravages grief has made, yet I have'a 
_ certain preſentiment that ſorrows. ſtill 
more violent wait but the ordination of 

a nifſterious Providence (to which 1 

een to ſhatter and utterly * | 
this mortal CEC | 
„ But 


- 
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ee But 1 will now haſten to repeat 
che ſtrange occurrence that brought 
me hither under the protection of the 
noble Guiderius. You wonder to hear 
of Guiderius. 1 ex- 


 Deprived of that repoſe fo eſſen- 
tial to the renovation of the, mental 
and bodily faculties, (by perplexing *- 
and fearful viſions,) I gladly aroſe with 
the morning ſun, and, leaving-my lit- 
- AY locked in the arms of ſleep, 
-, fommoned the warder tb open the 
gates. He readily complied with my . 
requeſt. A heavy fog deſcended wh E 
rain, but it prevented not the excur EY 
Lon I meditated. Turning n * 
the wood with an intention of ſeeking | 
x. I 5 2 
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the path in which I firſt beheld you, I 
Vas interrupted by confuſed and ſud- | 
den ſhouts, that ſeemed, from the in- 
hgh my car, to be at no great 
5 Though the thickneſs 6f che ; 
nee prevented any aſſtance. 
from ſight, notwithſtanding on a clear 4 
day che proſpect | is unbounded. 1 : 
ſtood beſitating, and undetermined. 
whether to proceed or return to the 
palace, when the appearance of a wat- 
cChariot left no time for doubt, and 1 


ran with the utmoſt ſpeed towards, a 
home which circumſtances had -ren- 
dered hateful; but I was immediately 
4, . overtaken by the object of my fears, 
- who haſtily deſcended from the vehi- 
dle, and approached, with reſpedt. — 
Tou already . gueſs the benevolent 
| Guiderius ſtood before me. I trem- 
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bled with a mixture of pain and un- 


certain hope ; but, before I could Ars 
_ ticulate a-fyllable of my feelings, he 


faid, Fly, thou perſecuted matron, 
fly, ora deſtruction will appear in the 
moſt teftible aſpect. Diſguiſed, and 
Poabing n name in that of Morcar, 
I have Performed, wonders for my 
king and have been intruſted with the 


moſt important commiſſions. Sue- 


ceſs has made my peace. J have now 


diſcovered myſelf to king Ethelred: 


be is pleaſed with my conduct. Even 


by Mercia is outwardly reconciled, though | 
I know a rancorous revenge boils at 


his heart, which a favorable opportu- 
nity will call into action. After many 
attempts to rout your countrymen, 4 


ſcheme is formed which leaves no 
doubt of victory; but, ſuſpecting out 


Ho 


= —_— \ —_— _— 3 — 
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| Gefgn; and that the duke of Mercia is 
the contriver, a ſtrong party have 
formed the reſolution to deſtroy him 
in his palace. This I diſcovered by 
an- unforeſeen accident, and haſtened 
hicher to pur him on his guard, as well 
as (if poſſible) to reclaim you from 
his power, as I have no doubt but the 
treachery the Danes are now in the 
praftice of will prove fatal to you and 
yours if left to his vindictive reſent- 
ment; for, though fluſhed with a de- 
fire of conqueſt, I cannot forget my 
friend, and in your protection will per- 
form the ' ſacred vow I made your 
oppreſſed conſort, Come, then, yon- 
der trees, 1 | 
large, will doubtleſs. afford an aſy- 


lum till the dark night ſhall prove fa- 
n to your further eſcape.” He 


ſtopped. 
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ſtopped. Ah!” faid I, * know you | 
not yonder walls contain my defence- 
les little ones? I eee 4 
em n — . A 
* My deliverer ſtarted, looked to- 
wards the palace, and without ſpeak - 
ing jumped up into his chariot, ſeized 
che reins, and was out of ſight in a 
moment. O madam, what a trial l 
L had put my children in the power of 
2 man who, notwichſtanding the rec- 
titude of his character, the promiſeg 
he had made my huſband, and his can- 
did offer of aſſiſtance, was yet a pro- 
ſeſſed enemy of my nation. I wept; 
caſt myſelf on the ground, I in- 
vocated the gods of my forefathera 

for want of a knowledge of a ſupreme 
ww and was 7 to. ſtart into 
_ temporary. . 


— 
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temporary madneſs. My agitation in- 
For that contained my treaſure, Still 


te clangor of warlike muſic, the hol- 


Jow ſound of battle-axes upon the hea- 
vy armour, the ruſhing of chariots; | 
the claſhing of ſwords, and the'n eigh- 
ing of ſteeds, convinced me of my 
Rraining in purſuit of their beloved 
objects, 1 beheld them led by their 
left behind. I was breathleſs with joy. 
the very minute of preſervation. Avail 
yourſelf of it. I have no time for 
| further particulars : — your Nuſpand 

| ves! oe eos 
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. < Oh, how my heart throbbed i im... 
filent thankfulneſs! I could not ſpeak, 1 
but in that trying inſtant thought of "oY 
Elfrida and her peaceful receſs. Point- 1 
ing therefore to the path, he took the 
hint, and we immediately deſcended®” . 
the hill. Guiderius (no longer Mor- 
car) expreſſed unfeigned delight when 


I directed my haſty ſteps towards St, - 
Frideſwald. 


5 


71 


8 « The reſt you Nei — and Oh 
chat the God of your pure adoration 
may reward all who have been inſtru- 
mental ſo far to our ps”, wt 
; DV 8 

Als! oaks, Elfrica, e 
4 dread the Deity, whoſe greatneſs 
you ſo r en has yet 
more 


3 boo 
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more poignant trials for his votary. 5 
| O that it were given in mercy to me 
d confirm thy deliverance! But who 
; enn alter the decrees of heaven? We 
8 enn only ſuffer in filent ſubmiſſion, on- 
b + apa and adore. . 


* 


| Enkauſted by the Jeagth and ned 
1 ſudject of her narrative, Athela 


ſunk faint and languid upon her couch. 
The remembrance of paſt woes and 


the apprehenſion of future misfortune, 
palling in rapid ſucceſſion through her 
-- mind, preſented nothing but ages 
of death and deſolation, and ſhe was 
impreſſed with the moſt painful ſenſa- 
tom. Elfrida applied with ſedulous 
attention to calm the tumult of her ! 
foul.- The Daniſh lady received her 
gentle endeavonrs with gratitude, and 

| promiſed 
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| promiſed ſhe would try to forget; in 


neceſſary repoſe every foreboding fear 
and every paſt grief. 


| Pleaſed with this reſokniva, the 


F 


14 


princeſs left her, and wich the infant 
Danes ſought her own room, where 


ſhe gave way toa thouſand melancholy 
ideas; the moſt predominant was the 
fear of Athela's diſcovery, for well ſhe 


polition. 


wo 


© White, lulled in 3 


the pious inhabitants of St. Frideſwald 


paſſed a ſhort hour of teſt; their tur- 


was ee with the N. 


bulent viſitor could enjoy no fuch ſe- 


rene bleſſing; for now the pangs o 
impetuous love (if we do not prophass 
the lacred affection by aligning it 


* 
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- reſidence ſo ungentle) added. their force 


to thoſe induce v more ſtormy "Y 


Goes: and, chough Eides Kind" was 


his promiſed reward for wading through 
oceans of human blood, yet her re- 
ception plainly evinced her views and 
wiſhes to be totally inimical to his,— 


up every indignant incitement to Fc 
venge ; nor was his Daniſh priſoners*” -. 


flight at all conducive to the gratifica- 7 


ton of his ſanguine intentions. Ano- 
ther cauſe too prevented the triumph of 
inexomable- reſentment and mortified 


pride. Guiderius, whoſe deſtruction he 


| and to be defeated in the tart pi. 
| poſe of his heart by a woman called 


had long meditated, ſhone ga 10 


him even in the manœuvres of. | 
and could/not be ſceured without ne- : 
waz cellary © 


# 


* 


o By 


Ta 


\ 
\ 


a Mia en sth. : 


tion taken by: the 


Britiſh | ; 
3 Prompred by — 
by che complaints of his ſuffe | 


unlimited orders to Oy. 


"a 
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ES — FA SE . . a *y. 
neſs for mere vigorbus and guilty 


; . » * ' 
— * 
0 . ua 
Prey. 
— % 


* 


e eee 


| prove how ineffectual the moſt com- 
plete ſucceſs is in partial performances 
to ſecure general ſatisfaction; Raulin, 
whom he had ſent under a ſtrict guard 
to London, was yet in being. The 
deciſive blow was not given. Fond to 


gratify the warrior on whoſe valor ſo 
neee, Ethelred, in com- 
Phance with Guiderius sl earneſt peti- 
tion, had ſpared a lie whicly oven 
Streou's power could not then touch; 
and the duke in this indülgence beheld | 
| taeit ſuperiority - over himſelf,” who | 


bitherto/had' known fo competitoriin 
his royal maſter's favor: Euck of theſe 
cauſes then, ſingly conſidered; was e- 


** 1 WL nnen TIER 
4 eme 
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_ thus "blended, 


Piniflicnere 
— ri des he offered 8 
Tage were fandiiied by a 
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tector, who ſuffered the apparent in- 
juſtice that his greatneſs, in the 9 51 


ſion of thoſe inſtruments of divine ven- 
geance might be magnified, and his 


power more fully Front. 


93 1 5 ; 5 
F Perplexed with a contrariety of Frhofe 
ſchemes | that rolled through his agi- 


tated brain for the effecting his diabo- 


lical intentions, fleep had no power to 
calm or lull him i into a moment's for- 
getfulneſs, and the bell for midnight 
veſpers rouſed him froma couch which 
vice had firewed with thorns, while 
the gentle objects of his perturbed 


| thoughts enjoyed a reſpite from ſorrow, | 
4: and every care, every hope, every 
fear was ſuſpended; but the ſolemn 
3 ſummons to prayers interrupted the. 
9 tranquil, reſt that bad cloſed their erer 


* 
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and Elfrida, riſing with alacrity, pur- 
ſued her ſteps to the chapel, where 
| ſhe was immediately joined by her re- 
vered friend, who, awakened with the 
| ſiſters paſſing her door, gladly accord- 
ed to the rules of a houſe diſtinguiſhed 


by the moſt pious attention, and where 


nothing but real indiſpoſition could ex- 
cuſe the nuns from een obedietce: $ 


The TE ſhuddered, and in 
| moment ſaw that danger the uncon- 
rcious Athela could not dread, for well 
ſhe knew this lady's bittereſt enemy _ 
was in an apartment'on the other de 
che monaſtery; and, though the ſtrict- - 
neſs of their order permitted — 15 
man to enter their walls, yet the q 
- lity and abſolute power of Edrie Streou 
nd even the dread. of de 
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| faſtical cenſyre, and ſhe knew not but 
even. che chapel itſelf might be pollu- 
ted with the preſence of one ſo vo- 


5 b 
. — 
* ww = 
b 
- 
„ 


| Hes to avoida conſequence ſo dir * 
ful. ſhe could nor tell. To urge the 


ä tic: of her abſence would imply 


a doubt of danger ; even the hint of 
Edrie's proximity would be to terrify 
almoſt to madneſs her fearful mind ; 
and, ſhould the abbeſß even conſent to 
her concealment, terror might bring 
about a diſcovery ſo fatal. However, 


5 5 in ſuch an exigence, ſomething muſt 


be done. The ſolemnity was hegun,— 8 
the clear reſponſe and tuneful organ 
dee cee their. 


extacy ſhe bent before the altar,' her- 


eyes ſwimming in tears of holy rap- 


1 Coy | ture, 
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ws; her hands devated to the cruci· 

fix, which, though wach pocrped, 
engaged her moſt grateful notice, — 
Thus ſhe remained, inattentive to * 


figns and whiſpers of her-anxious S 4 

who, turning ſuddenly about on hear - 

ing a little buſtle at the lower end of _ 

the chapel, beheld the duke receiving 

chat adoration ſo proudly exacted,  _ 

| though ſo little his due. Elfrida loſt "2 
all recollection at this fight, 8 2 
| N a _ 4.2 


The ata en gde ee all. — 
vantages from an acknowledgement 
of the quality of her gueſt, was ex- 
tremely diſconcerted · to think accident 
| Hould effect that which ſhe intended 
to make known in her own time and 
"iſs and, though determined on the 
Os 4 „ 


%. 
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ruin of the urhwpy Dane, "choſe to 
endeavour at that inſtant! to preſerve; 
8 her, as ſhe ſhould not only gratify her 
young boarder, but conciliate her con- 
fidence even beyond the period ſhe had 
fixed for the diſcloſure of the ſecret. 


* . 3 7 . » . *- 
— ff 4 F a 9 


The duke advanced up the aiſle; 
while Algitha, covering her real in- - A 
|  rentions with the pretence of recover- || 
ing the princeſs, drew both the ladies 
| from the altar before Edrie could get 
| near enough to ruin her project. A 
. | fide-door in che chantry favoured heir 
| retreat; and, when Athela was made 
| © to-underſtand the deſtruction the had © || 
eſcaped, tears, proſtration, exclama- | 2 
tions of gratitude, and expreſſions of 


| © the moſt agonizing fears marked her 
| reception of the ſuperior's good offi= 
| ' 
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ces, while the princeſs embraced Al- 775 
geitha's | knees, vowing never to — 
a woman who had thus generouſly fuc- 
coured the diſtreſs of an injured lady, 
aſſd preſeryed her to her infant fa-  - 
; ily: 1 
The abbeſs received the ſacrifice of 
an undeſigning heart in ſilence, and 
with a myſterious air withdrew from 
| the ſympathizing friends, who felt not 
ſo well . ſatisfied with this ſubſequent. ; 
conduct, which, in their eſtimation, 
implied a fort of repentance for. the f 
precipitate kindneſs induced by a ſud- 
ſen though fallacious emanation of © + ©: 
compaſſion. While the poor ladies 1 
were giving way to a thouſand conjec- ; 
tures reſpecting this event, ſtillneſs. a- 
gain preſided over the inmates of this 
„ L 5 manſion. 


- 


ruptio 
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manſion. Accuſtomed to ſuch inter- 


| „ fleep ſoon regained its pow- 
er over the nuns > ſenſes, when the wor- 


ſhip they fo cheerfully offered was 


concluded ; but the early day, which 


ſoon after appeared, found the anxious 


friends in a converſation that tended 
not to remove the fad impreſſions of 
; fear from Athela's mind. They o. 


cupied an apartment which 109 
into a narrow lane, on the eaſt Me ol 
St. Frideſwald. It deſcended with ſud- 
den precipitation, and. by a ſhort: turn 
was covered by thick . from an 


* exteplive view. 


While they were talking, Athela 


fixed her eyes upon this almoſt ſub- 


terraneous deſcent, and interrupting 
herſelf, while her looks were bent uren 
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e ſpot, Oh 12 ſne cried, e that 
is lane did but lead to ſome Eure ; 
aſylum. A hermit's cell, a peaſant's 
cot, a cavern ifi the rock, ven a hole 
in the earth, would hold out ineſtima - 
ble charms, could they but ſecure. me 
and mine from that formidable mon- 
ſter.” She ſtopped. ©« Alag. an- 
ſwered Elfrida, e you, who have been 
vſecl to the delicacies of life, — to the | 
royal palace, the ſomptuous table, va- 
riety of attendants, and every cart: en 
ceſſary to keep off chilling cold or in- 
ſupportable heat, could you, even if 
ſuch a place offered itſelf,—could you 

endure ſolitude, damp, and it may be 

even the viſits of-incurſive ravagers, 
' againſt whoſe violence innocence and 
belpleſs diſtreſs would prove a feeble 
g Teen ar rather (it may be) an 


8 * 6 incentive 


/ 


[ 
| 
ö 
N 
| 
f 
! 
l 


—— — —ͤ— — 
- * 


228 | Landes," H MA $$ ACRE. 
: incentive. to the moſt | egg 
acts. E | N Bis 1 94 ? 


* 


inſt 3 . 


matron offered no reply, as melancho- 


ly conviction carried i its forcible effects 


0 ber heart, She ſighed and wept, 


but again comemplazed A wiſh. of ex- 


Ploring the unknown path, while 4 


poſſibility of eſcaping the threatened 
evil impreſſed a beam of conſolation 
upon her darkened mind. At laſt, en- 


couraged by the ſilence of her medi- 
tating friend, the ventured upon ano= 
ther hint in favor of this · wild project. oF 
The affecting earneſtneſs which diſtin- | 
guiſhed her voice and action convin- 


tant danger operates upon a ſoul intent 
to fly the miſchief neareſt in perſpec- 
145 E 
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tte, and ſhe no an to 


the GE 49 Te Win 


e ä — 0 


;jected almoſt as ſoon as mentioned, it 


was ſettled to leave the children in 
Elfrida's protection, as they both 
rightly judged they were but ſeconda- 
ry objects of Mercia's fury, and that 
their infantine ſituation might induce 
the ſuperior's compaſſion in their be- 
half. The ſan was now riſen, and 
darted its beams into the intended a- 
| ſylum, which leſſened in ſome en | 
the horrors of its appearance, while 
that . bright luminary: cheered the poor 
wanderer's ſinking . ſpirits, though et 
furniſhed an obvious reaſon for her 
ſpeedy departure. Therefore, with a 
kind of deſperate reſolution, ſhe turn- 
8 ed 
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ed toward the couch of her Qeeping 
|  bahes, and, kneeling with hands but 
_ ſtretched, over-ſhadowing as. it were . 
| / . her unconſcious offspring, pronounced ' 
rupted, and replete with pious reſigna- WP | 
tion; and, throwing a light diſguiſe _ 
over her night-apparel, ſhe caught 
Elfrida's arm, without caſting another | 
book to che bed, and they ſoftly de- 
| ſcended by a private flight of wy to 
3 Sxloor Ie 


„ „Bier den Mels eee 
6 e was rugged and 
abrupt. Long graſs grew between 
certain ſtones which had fallen from 

the roc on each fide, and intercepted | 

a ſmall ſtream that run along the bot- 
tom of the valley, ſo that it required 

CE | . 


— 
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ſome caution to pick out a dry path. 


The proſpect was - unpropitious, but 


here was no time for further delay. 
She lifted up an agonizing eye to 
"__ countenance. # 0 ber, — 


Abe las about 1 * quitted the : 
lovely virgin, who- ſolemnly invoked 
the holy Mary to witneſs her endea- 

vours to ſerve and fave the deſerted 
little ones, while Winefred witneſſed 


in tears the affecting ſeparation with a 


noify expreſſion of grief, for which ſhe 
received a gentle check from her miſ- 
treſs, who, after waiting i ſee the laſt 
of this unfortunate lady, cautiouſly 


drew the heavy ill-formed bolts, and: Is 
quietly aſcended to an apartment now 

become lonely and uncomfortable from 
| the want of that ſociety o painfully 


4h . | endeared 


* * 
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endeared by friendſhip, ſympathy, and | 
. ſuffering, and ſunk into a ſtupor in- 
duced, by grief and pity. 


It was not. long before the, mattin- 
bell alarmed her ſenſes, and ſhe began 
to revolve in her mind the neceſſity of 


accounting in a plauſible -manner for 
Athela's abſence. Of all the various 


ſchemes a ready but pure imagination 
- ſuggeſted, none offered that carried a 


: | plauſibility of ſucceſs, and ſhe left her 


attendant, after a thouſand precautions, 
to pay the morning facrifice of a de- 


vout and ſenſible heart, and implore 


the aſſiſtance of the Deity the ſo hum- 
bly worſhipped. | This ſervice, act 
ceptably performed, relieved the op- 


preſſion of her mind, and, in propor- 
_ tion to the confidence ſhe imbibed, 
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her courage increaſed. Even Edi“? 
awful appearance as ſhe entered the 
conſe rvatory falled to create the uſual 
ſenſations, and ſhe rejected his reitera- 
ted offers to convey her to London 
with a modeſt firmneſs, which rouſed 

his anger to a pitch dangerous to thoſe 
who attended him; nor did the abbeſs 

: Eſcape his tyrannical cenſure, thovgh a 
" conſciouſneſs of the important ſervice 
| ſhe 'was about to render him leſſened 
the fury of the ſtorm to. which "the 
IO” eee 7 


\ , 


— 


- Elfita; n to mts ſever was - 
yet withheld,” bore the effects of un- 

reſtrained anger with patience, and 
heard with joy the neceſſity he was un- 
der of leaving the monaſtery to pur- 
fie a e ſo- far en and ſo 
likely 


1 


/ 
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likely io be monopol 


olized by Gude 
rius, whoſe amazing genius f for War was 


rewarded with the higheſt ſucces.— 


This Was Ware by 2 


( 


burning in Mercia's boſom againſt the 
gallant warrior and his adherents. E. 


ven che Danes, for whom he expe- 


rienced the moſt implacable hatred, 
| became objects of indifference, fine, 
on their extinction, he could not huid 


his own glory, but was on the point of 


ſeeing —— by a fellow ſoldier, : 


Making chen to the parlour appro- 
priaced only to Algitha's uſes and whi-, 
Lo SAGE! e ee | 


ere vom d dee chin 


2 


4 
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niſter act to detain the- pritcefsx nd 

denouneing deſtruction to tlie abbeſs 
and her houſe if ſhe deviſd not ſome 

; means to ſecure his intereſt with Elfri- 


' ted power could procure ſeemed ahſo- 
 hntely within hergraſp. She was well - 
a acquainted with Athela's influence over 
the princeſs,” nor doubted but a pro- 
miſe of concealment would induce that 

| lady to remit her haughty ſeverity to 
mained obſtinate, ſhe- meant to diſ. 
cover the unhappy Danes. Thus re- 
ſolved, the promiſed obedience, and 

was going to execute her commiſſion; 

when a lay-ſifter, in whom. ſhe placed = 


a, fo 
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great confidence, informed her El- 

| frida was engaged in earneſt converſa- 
tion with the courier, who xequeſted 
an audience of that lady. when he bad 
unfolded his buſineſs to the duke. 
1 Engaged with a courier !” repeated 
the ſuſpicious nobleman. * What a de- 
baſement! He comes not from E- 
 thelred. Through me only can ſhe 
receive intelligence from court. , He 
comes from the army. I muſt 4. 
lope this myſtery. — Saw you his face, 
9 “ 4 No, mighty lord; he he 
4 _. concealed 1 it I thought with particular 
care,—Concealed, aye; it was con- 


- cealed from me too, but wherefore he 
ruſt explain. The abbeſs-was again 


diſconcerted; but, determined at any 
ite not to loſe the credit of a firſt diſ- 


covery, begged his patience while me | 


_ 
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| unfolded an ffir of real "Om! 1 


E 4 


one hand upon the door, as ready o 
leave the room, the other graſping his 
hal- drawn ſword, © Speak, woman,” 
he cried; trifle not with me. 
« Your enemies, myelord, your pri- 
ſoners, — the counteſs and hir Children 
are Eſcaped, I know it. 
« Not ſo, my lord. Hear but your ' 
ancient ſervant.” Speak then, or wu 
death ſhall ſtop ur babbling tongue; We 
but 1 know what you would ſay,—they 
are fled, and through your deteſtable 
contrivance: —ha | is it not ſo? a 
This unfortunate miſconſtruction — 
her ſecret, added to a ſtrong impre - 
* older and a heſitating accent, 


le was in the attitude of ſuſpenſe, == 
ö 


& 


* 
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which his formidable countenance in- 
creaſed, deprived Algitha of her me- 2 
ditated triumph, and ſhe fell on her 
- non in 2 n Pointing 


* 
you p 


ve. N look Edrie glan- 
perior, e eee thiykay-ſiſter ; 

to: lead che way, he haſtened to be 
ene of has he 1 2 e to 
| cloſer beheld he courier ſeated upon 
E couch, and engaged in eurneſt con- 
_verſation with the object of Streou's 
| Impetuous affection, who was ſup- 
porting one lovely infant Dane upon 
3 _ vo others wee Fer- 15 
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eee mii nant . 
and ſcemed ſolicitous to hide: his 
| face from the duke, in whoſe aſpect 
malignant pleaſure, | mottified hope, 
and black revenge, contended for 'a 
ſole monopoly. He darted forwards 
, r 


* 


* 


| the diſguiſe He had. a for. 
ſome important purpoſe. + But here 
his ſelf-Eonfidence loft its dependance. 
* was not een «2a turning 


Lit was not a 


> 
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ardently deſired, whoſe deſtruction he 


| had ſecretly yowed, and who now with 


matcbleſs ſtrength wreſted the weapon 
om him with one hand, while the 


other daſhed him with violence to . 
| Wn 


What a. ſcene was. this for the 


gentle Elfrid |. _ whoſe | ſentiments | 
accorded not with the ferocious ſpi- 


rit of the times, when worth was 


48 eſtimated by the ſtrength of its poſſeſ- 
ſor, and he who could boaſt the greateſt 


ſhare of perſonal valour was deemed 


hs: A nobleſt among the noble, and he 


who could wield the heavieſt club. or 
draw the ſtrongeſt | bow ſtood Set 
in tlie ans, of his country. 

terrified imagination foreboded . 
leſs than the deſtruction of thoſe ten- 
353 We. +. © der 
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den attack, flew to her palpitating bo- 
ſom for protection. Riſing therefore 


with trembling haſte, ſhe caught the 


furious Guiderius's arm as he was a- 


bout to purſue his conqueſt, and in- : 


treated him to have ſome reſpet᷑t for 


preſence, and not pollute ber - 
„ The moment 
of ſuſpence which this requeſt occa- 


| foned was favorable to the duke, who 


aroſe breathleſs with yexation-and. his | 
till; but, encouraged by the appears, 


| ance of ſeveral foldiers, which the Jug... 
 fiſters had hatily alarmed, he 
ed to his antagoniſt, whoſe dauntleſs 


he 
and with inexpreſible rage. 
— himſelf difarmed, forced from” 


vol. 17. M 5 : * * 5 


der babes, who, affrighted by the ſud⸗ 


* * 


courage was not to be foiled by num- | 
bers; our. tne compar was too me- 
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Ye bret, ha, while indignation 
fwelled his great heart, beheld Athela's 
deareſt feaſures once again in Edrie's 

. Poſſellion, WhO commanded them to 
de conveyed to his palace, while he de- 
termined to make che ſtricteſt ſearch 
through. the convent for their unfortu- 
nate mother, and beſore he left Elfri- 
da, cautioned her (notwithſtanding his 
intention to obtain her love) to make 
no future affigriation, without taking . 

more effectual methods to prevent # 
diſcovery. Diſdaining to anſwer far! 
Leaſſns ſo low, ſne hurried from? him 

7 he er forrow for the capture of the 
; poor innocents deluged her eyes with 

. tears; anda | ſectet prevailing Hmpa- 

| ID) ty made her view, as ſhe conteived; 
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This Ancient Chronicle, like the Tales of other 


Times, is entertaining and intereſting. —It pretends | 
2 to real Antiquity, nor is it a Were "I 


DE GORGY contraſts the op- 
| benevolent Lords ;. but gives the 


Critical Review, 
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